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Abstract

This thesis investigated changes in community production system
from modern to alternative agricultures; relationships between the
latter and community beliefs and system of relations; and interactions
between internal and external factors influencing cultural changes in
the community.

The study site was a village in Mae Jai District, Payoa
Province which had been being involved in alternative agriculture for
about 3 years. The researcher went to live in the community

collecting data via informal dialogues, conversations and interviews,




participant and non-participant observations. Collected data were,
subsequently, classified, categorized and analyzed on the basis of set

conceptual framework.

Research findings were as follows =

The past community production system was of a traditional and
subsistence nature relying on the labour of people and aninals. It
grew rice of +traditional, local variety for consumption and sold
whatever surplus there was. The earned income was spent on certain
basic necessities. The entire community also grew vegetables for
household consumption and obtained food from natrual sources.
Following the arrival of modern agriculture farming machines, new
varieties of rice, chemical fertilizers and insecticides wer used with
the production-for-sale emphasis. Nevertheless, +the community
experienced a lot of problems. 1%, therefure, resorted to alternative
agricultrue, e.g., integrated agriculture comprising fish raising in
rice paddies, fruit and perennial trees, vegetables on paddy banks,
multi~-crop production for both consumption and sale.

In time of traditional agriculture, the community harbored
supernatrural  heliefs articulated in rituals and ceremonies
symbolizing man-nature interdependence. Such rituals and ceromonies
were psychologically rewarding and conducive to health and naturally
friendy, enriching production practices. Within this context the
ccmmunity developed and nurtured a system of very colse and

interdependent relationships.




On the other hand, in time of modern agriculture, community
traditional beliefs began to change attaching less and less value to
supernatural power and spirituality. Scientific reasoning becane more
and more dominant in the belief system. Community relationships
turned more individualistec. Then following the introduction of
alternative agriculture such traditional and virtuous values as
perserverance, modernation and self~-sufficiencey were again revised.
Furthermore, a new system of relationships within community groups was
established to help tackle production-related problens relying on
leader wisdom, honesty and sacrifice. Nevertheless, this new system
ctill® maintained certain beliefs and types of relationships which
rel'lected a certain desree of individualism. At the same time, there
emerged no clearly defined riturals and ceremaonies normally required

in maintaining and nurturing group bleiefs.




