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Abstract

This thesis set out to examine primary school administrators’
perception, understanding and opinions as regards f‘orest issues  in
the envirommental education curriculum in use in primary schools
natiornwide. It also looked at their role in promoting instructional
activities revolving around these issues, problems and cobstacles they
faced in doing so. All 249 administrators who served as this study
key informants are with the Mae Hong Son Provincial Office of Primary

Education.



Administrators were asked to answer questions in a Questionaire
designed by the researcher. Moreover, additional, special interviews
with Provincial Office Chief, District and Branch-District Office
Chiefs of Primary Education were conducted.

The study found that most school administrators exhibited a
fair-to-high degree of perception, understanding of the forest issues
in the curriculum. They also offered a fairly high degree of opinions.

As regards their role in supporting the instructional activities
it was found that in 5 major administrative areas, planning, managing,
directing, coordinating and evaluating,‘ their role performance was at
a fair-to- high level. Hovéver, as far as coordination was concerned,
they also reported a fair-to-low degree of coordinaetion with NGOs,
government. organizations, temples, monks and other religious leaders,
in organizing forest-related activities, secking wvarious kinds of
support and instilling sense of awareness among both students and
villagers. Only in the budgetary and material support area their role
performance was at a fair-to-low level .

In performing their suppdrting role they found that 1lack of
instructional media/materials on these issues constituted a most
serious and often encountered problem followed by lack of teaching
personrel, especially in really remote schools.

As  regards commmity forest promotion, conservation and
development. camiaaigns the most noted problem was that villagers lacked
tilling land followed by that of influential persons, politicians,
government  officials and capitalists colluding, directly and

irdirectly, with illegal loggers/forest destroyers.



In order to achieve curriculum cbjectives on forest issues most
administrators suggested that specific teachers be assigned to handle
instructional éctivities aimed at inétilling sense of awareness  in
students with closer monitoring and supervision. Besides, they
recomrended, both administrators and teachers should be accorded more
seminar/workshop opportunities and take occasional study tours to
various place so that they can exchange ideas and experiences on
forest resources and issues with others and, subsequently, make use
of them in their instruction.

As regards better school-community relations as well as those
between schools and other organizations most administrators recommended
that they themselves assume leadership role more ~actively in the
above campaigns as well as in instilling in sutdents such awareness,
Tind opportunities to attend seminars and training on a continuous
basis, organize such activities themselves and even set up and
actively involve in clubs/ associations dedicated to school and
community forest resources matters.

" They also were of the opinion that their Provincial, District
and Branch-District Offices profess a clear policy on those matters
for every school in the province to follow. Moreover, they should
organize training, seminars and study trips related to the matters of
forest resources. |

In addition, most administrators felt that the government,
politicians and public officials should seriously follow the sst
policy, strictly enforce the laws in case of violationz and not

collude with illegal loggers and forest destroyers. Besides, they



opined that the government should more seriously promote the

cultivation of cash crops in depleted forest areas as additional

occupation and income while, at the same time, helping arrange markets
for their produce.

As far as special, additional interviews with provincial,
district and branch-district administrators were concerned, it was
revealed that they all felt that school administrators are really
instrumental to successful forest resources promotion, conser'vatidn
and development campaigns both within their own schools and
communities. However, they reported that since their offices had no
specifically allocated budget for the purpose, school administrators
should find their own ways and means to come up with their own budget

from readily available sources within the system and elsewhere.



