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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the elder’s
behaviour, their 1livelihood in the Past and present times, their
problems, needs, their social status and needs of social services.
The samples iﬁcluded 20 old-age people Tambol in Na-in, Province ,
Lower, where there was a fast social change due to the government
policies on preduction, population and education that caused the
pigration to big cities, the changing population structure . The
youth who used to be the elder’s dependence could not do their duties
as usual because of having to study in schools. The results of this
research would be helpful for finding a way to solve the living rural
old-age people’s problems. Data wer collected by interview, small

group discussion, non-participant and participant observation.



The findings were :

The elder living with their offspring and grandchildren were
still well-cared although they had lost their leadership role. Most
of them were still respected as well because their offspring and
grandchildren thought it was their duty to return obligation even
though the elder had no important roles in family economics. ' The
elder who had no offspring and grandchildren or lived alone were taken
care from their relatives and members of the community. Besides, the
government and non government organization helped the poor elder by
giving monthly pension, some food and some clothes on spacial
occasibn. This could only relieve some of their trouble.

The elder had no preparation for their economics and hobbies
because of the poverty. .They also ignored their previous health
care-without exercieses for health, protection and_ curing disease.
Thdy had anxiety for sleeplessness. The preparation planned was their
residences. They planned to construct their own houses or to live
with their offspring and grandchildren. And the houses would be built
firmly depending on their economic status, although they might not be
suitable to then.

The elder’s daily activities were participating in relegious
ceremonies that were giving food to monks, taking part in temple
affairs-being a member of themple commitee, being the leaders of
religious ceremonies. And the participating in Buddhistic ceremonies

usually made them feel happy.



The elder’s problems were the anxiety of their off spring and
grandchildren’s migrating to work in the big cities especially the
ones who received fower wages which might make them get trouble in
living. They were also worried about the behaviour of drug addiction
of their teen-age grandchildren. The other problems were taking care
of their own health and using the services of government general
hospitals; They usually went to the hospitals while their illness was
in serious conditon. And the problem that they wanted the government
toimprove was +to pay them more ﬁension. small group discussion,

non-participant and participant observation.



