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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative thesis were to study the emergence and
development of the civil society process of women in rural community, and the factors and
mechanism supporting the movement of civil society in the community. Data were collected
by the use of key informant interviews and observations. The collected data were examined,
then, identified according to the issues, grouped for further analyses and descriptively
presented.

The research results were as follows.

The emergence and development of women in the rural community started from a
natural formulation of woman group to conduct various activities in different opportunities.
Later on, some formal groups were formed, making them developed with goal, various
activities and management to meet the learning development in various aspects. They built up
relations with the external networks, exchanging experiences as parts of the civil society
process, in return, vitally strengthening the woman group for community development.

The factors, which supported the movement of civil society in the community,
consisted of the internal factor. It was a rigid social relationship sequentially making the
group members united and mutually involved the members to conduct various activities to

meet the goals. They also acquired new knowledge and experiences necessary for conducting



various activities. The external factors consisted of the provision of the government
organizations with knowledge and capital to conduct various activities, particularly, the
income generating activities for the group members.

The mechanism, which supported the movement of civil society in the community,
consisted of the community leaders and local organizations that fully supported the woman
group. The clear regulations were set up as the practical guidelines of the group members.

Kinship was also another mechanism helping to solve various problems.



