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Abstract

The purposes of this thesis, namely, characteristics of group formation of the
elderly in Chiang Mai suburban communities, were to study the group formation of the
elderly and related conditions. The researcher applied observations, interviews and focus
group discussions in data collection. The data were, then, analyzed based on the conceptual
framework of this study, and presented descriptively.

The results of the study were as follows:

1. There were two types of group formation of the elderly. Those were informal
and formal formation. The informal formation was based on the way of living, belief and
kinship system and community activities. Such activitics were merit makings at the
community temples, houses, funeral, ritual ceremony, and discussions among the neighbors,
meeting each other at the community glossary shops, pottery makings, and physical
exercises.

The formal formation related to the enrollment of the elderly in their activities as
established by the Government in order to provide them with opportunities to join together in
common interests and accessible services such as financial supports. Most important
activities were such as health care training, physical exercises, and health checking up.
However, group formation of most elderly people in the communities was informal much

more than formal.



2. The conditions of informal group formation of the elderly were based on the
community belief and kinship system, neighborhood, leisure time and economic status. While
the conditions of informal group formation were related to their needs to get financial
assistance as a social security, knowledge of their health and persuasion of the government

officials,



