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Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to study the thoughts, beliefs and values
of groups, civil organizations, and alternative marketing networks involved

in alternative marketing in upper northern Thailand.

The methods used to conduct this research involved both the study of
theory and case studies of alternative marketing (library research) and
direct primary source data collection within the target group. The primary
source data collection was conducted using participant observation and
focus groups. The focus groups were conducted in 9 provinces in upper
northern Thailand : Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Payao, Nan, Lampang, Lamphun,
Phare, Mae Hong Sorn, and Tak. The target populations included The Organic
Vegetable Producers Network in Ban Na Fan, The Organic Vegetable Producers
Association of Chiang Mai, The Organic Vegetable Consumers and
Environmental Conservation Association of Chiang Mai, and other
organizations that are involved with and sponsor alternative agriculture

and alternative agricultural produce marketing. This data was collected



through direct observation and through interviews with informants during
focus groups. Collected data was verified, analyzed, and presented in a

descriptive and explanatory manner.

Important findings are as follows:

Agriculture producers believe that farming cash crops is extremely
important. This includes farming techniques that expand output, the use of
new technologies, and the ability to access news and information. The
adoption of these new methods has produced a variety of problens. For
instance : health problems related to the use of dangerous chemical
pesticides and fertilizers, a drop in income related to the high price of
inputs and the instability agricultural markets, destruction of natural
resources and the environment, and the breakdown of traditional culture and
society. In the minds of many the best method for solving these problens
was hoped that alternative agriculture and alternative marketing would
yield the following benefits : incomes would stabilize, the destruction of
natural resources would cease, farmers’ physical health would be strong and
hardy, families would have enough food and food that is chemical free, and

villagers would have enough water for farming.

Efforts to achieve these goals began with the organization of
village 1level groups to farm using methods of alternative agriculture.
This methods emphasized sustainability and self-reliance, natural methods
of farming, and the planting of crops that were diversc in species,
appereance, and root structure. Alternative marketing emphasized the
direct participation and involvement of consumers. The results of these

efforts have had the following effect on participants from the agricultural



sector : incomes have improved, the health of family members has improved,
the environment in certain areas is recovering, women have gained greater
access to knowledge and education and have been given more opportunities in
decision making processes, families are living together, and ties between

producers and consumers have increased.

The agricultural producer and consumer groups and associations
mentioned above usually consisted of not more then 15 people. In most
cases all members had some role in the process, with duties and
responsibilities being allocated according to individual members’
potential and experiences. At the same time, networks were formed between
producers and producers, consumers and consumers, and producers and
consumers. This was done in order to solve problems that were too big for
the individual small groups to handle. These networks all had the similar
quality of being bound together by the concepts of equality and humans
rights. In order to build networks for alternative agriculture markets
the methods, organization and structure of the networks was all very
similar. By emphasizing diversity in thinking and methods of action by the
individual group members, the networks were able to build strong and
sustainable organizational structures. It was realized that many aspects
of the initial small groups were of great importance to the larger
networks. For instance, the cooperation of women and all members of the
groups 1in their activities, the importance of activities linking networks
to outside organizations in order to seek sponsorship and make contacts,the
importance of developing stable and diverse markets, and the importance of

the conservation of local forests and water resources.



The Upper Northern Thailand alternative Marketing Network is in the
process of developing a strong community organization, with the Chiang Mai
Organic Vegetable Growers Association as its foundation. It currently has
10 organic vegetable producer associations as participating members. The
Network has also been able to improve the quality of alternative
agricultural produce. the reason for the organization of the network comes
from the desire on the part of producers to learn from others experiences
in the areas of production and marketing the desire to solve problens
associated with the expansion of crop yields, the desire to exchange
produce and exchange roles in production, the desire to work in cooperation
to find new markets, and the desire to control the quality and prices of
agricultural produce. The opportunity that has allowed the network to
expand and grown primarily comes from influences from the areas of health
and environmental conservation. Most of the limiting factors in the
networks growth came from the governments current development policies

which emphasize rapid growth.



