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Abstract

This study examined primary school teachers’ knowledge about
AIDS, their awareness of the disease, their opinions about AIDS
education in primary schools as well as the current status of AIDS
instruction.

The study population comprised all 439 primary school teachers
under the Mae Rim District Office of Primary Education. Data
collecting instruments were a test and a questionnaire constructed by
the researcher. Statistics used to analyze collected data were
percentage, average and standard deviation. Then, the analyses were

presented assigsted by tables and analytical description.




Findings were as follows:

1. As regards the knowledge about AIDS according to the
analysis of epidemiologically it was found that, the scores teachers
earned in percent were : what cause AIDS 67.02%, how to prevent it
62.73%, infection 59.77%, contagions 51.84% and symptoms of the
disease 45.14%

2. As regards the awareness component it was discovered that,
on the average, teachers were highly aware of the disease, the
importance of educating their students, the seriousness of the
disease, social problems resulting from AIDS infection, prevention
imperatives and guidelines for tackling the disease.

3. As far as AIDS instruction situation in schools is

concerned, it was found that those who taught the subject were mostly

permanent classtocom teachers who had undergone certain kinds of
training on AIDS. However, they used instructional plans only
occasionally. Instructional methods most often employed were case

studies and lectures. The use of such media as posters and printed
materials as well as reading supplementaries for teachers and students
was found to be at the middle level. Evaluation was occasionally
conducted and most schools arranged supervision bulletins and
exhibition boards. Monitoring and supervision was also carried out by
both public health officers and school administrators. As regards
teacher opinions, most teachers  suggested that sufficient
instructional media and materials be produced and widely distributed

so as to help improve AIDS instruction activities.




4. As far as general opinions on actual classroom instruction
are concerned, it was found that teachers expressed very strong
opinions in every aspect.

on curriculum they deemed it highly necessary to integrate
contents of the disease into instructional activities dealing with
ethics. They felt also that AIDS contents were related to those in
Life Experiences and Character Dévelopment areas components of the
curriculun.

on teachers teaching the subject, teachers opined that they
constantly acquire new knowledge about AIDS and exhibit proper health
habits and practices serving as exemplary models for students.

on actual instruction, it was suggested that it be carried
out on a continuous basis from primary to secondary levels and that
instructional contents be directly linked to students’ daily life
outside of school.

On instructional methods, it was recommended that students be
allowed opportunities to participate in preparing supervision
bulletins and motto contests. Moreover, outside resource persons
éhould be invited to talk with students on an occasional basis.

On instructional materials opinions indicated that the use of
such materials did enhance student understanding of AIDS and that
schools should acquire sufficient number of texts and supplementaries

for students to further their classroom learning.




On evaluation it was opined that teachers should have very
good knowledge and understanding about how to evaluate students’
cognitive, affective and practical domains during and following AIDS
instruction,

Finally, on the current status of AIDS instruction it was
reported that students became more interested in the disease.
However, the structure of contents and proper instructional guidelines

and approaches in primary schools were still found lacking.




