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Ahstract

The purposes of this research were to develope task-based
activities for Busineés English 1 and to investigate the students®
increasing command of English after utilizing the task-based act.ivities.
Purpasive samples selected were forty-seven students enrolling in
Business English 1. It was one of courses provided for them in the
first semester of the 1994 académic year, at Chiang Mai Vocalional
College, Muang District, Chiang Mai. The samples were dividéd into
two groups numbering thirty-nine and eight.

There were two typical sets of research tool. The first set
consisted of 1) proto-syllabus 2) task-based activities. The_ second
set. was the pfoficiency test,.

Data collected from the students and coliege personnel concerned
were analyzed and used in developing the task-based activities. Based
on the data, objectives relating to the students’, the personnel’s

needs, appropriate contents and task-based activities outlines



relating to the contents were then developed within the framework of a
proto-syllabus. Sixteen task-based activities were then designed,
according to the guidelines stated in the proto-syllabus, and
categorized into eight pedagogic plans.

‘The same data collected were also used in devéloping the
proficiency test. The derivatives formed the proficiency test. The
test consisted of 45 reliabie items : R, = .7710; p = .2-.85 r < .2.

Prior to the implementation of the task-based activities with a
| sroup of thirty-nine students, each taékrbased act.ivity was tried with
a group of eight students to investigate its effectiveness components
:+ 1) the goal; 2) the input; 3) the activities; 4) the students’
roles; and 5) the setliings.

The research fiﬁdings, when those sixteen taskmbaséd activities
were Iimplemented with thirty-nine students, revealed that. all
activities were effective. The mean scores of thirty-nine students’,
the three experts®’, and the teacher’s opinions on all of sixteen
task-based activities surpassed 2.5. This indicated that = 1) the
goals set for the activities were very clear; 2) the inputs.of the
activities were authentic and the students could utilize them very
well when participating 3) the activities existed in the tasks were
applicable for communication in everyday life; 4) the students’ roles
designed or assigned in the tasks provided them equal chances of
ﬁsing their language repertoire 5) the set£ings stimulated the
students to use their language repertoire a great, deal when participating
in group activities. After utilizing the 16 task;based activities, gaiqed
scores of those thirty-nine students’ increasing command of English

were statistically significant at. the level of .01



