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Abstract

The objective of this research-~Network of Community Learning
and Management Concerning Community Forestry- is to study the
organization, knowledge, practices, criteria, value systems, beliefs
and ceremonies of communities concerning the management of their
forests and the networks involved in disseminating ideas about forest
care and management.

This research is primarily qualitative in nature. The data was
collected through interviews and observations of daily lifestyles of
the villagers; observations of inter-group interactions; observations
of village meetings; observations of inter-village exchanges; and,
participatory observations of village activities. '

Results of the research include the fact that the villages
studied are similar with respect to their customs and social structure

and are representative of northern Thailand in general. This means



that there are close relations maintained within the wvillages
themselves in the form of networks of relatives, temple followers, the
welr - group, sub-village groups, parent groups, and socio-economic
groups which are inter-dependent as well. They are able to solve
problems efficiently because they depend on each other for help when
phenomena such as droughts caused by forest destruction occur. This
provokes learning and subsequent preservation of the forests on the
part of the villages. This knowledge is in the village through social
networks in the community which attach the various groups together.
The diffusion of knowledge led to a common understanding and therefore
an acceptance of the knowledge which in turn led to the creation of a
village social forestry committee which promulgated a set of rules
for the use of the forests. This set of rules for forest use has
enabled the forest to exist into the present. There are several
organizations which continue to spread knowledge and beliefs, both
directly and indirectly, about forest preservation in the village.
Ways in which they pass this knowledge on include forest ceremonies to
demonstrate respect for forest spirits which look after the forests.
Wwhomever might be tempted to damage the forest will be the recipient
of the wrath of these forest ghosts.

The structure of the knowledge dissemination system is complex.
There are connections, both lateral and vertical within the wvillage
itself and between the village and the outéide world. Within the
village, the most important learning unit, the family is tied to other
family wunits through kinship, friendship, or other bonds. These
sub-units are also tied to village organizations such as the temple,
women’s groups, agricultural groups and so on. This is in addition to

vertical, inter-generational ties through which knowledge about



forests issues is transmitted by cooperation, for example, between the
school and the commmity on forest activities. Between communities
there may exist lateral network strands which tie then together and
aid in cooperative forest preservation. The individual community or
array of communities may also be tied into a more vertical network
through association with a tambon council, Royal Forestry Department
or other government departménts, researchers and academics, or private
development organizations. All these strands in the network, both
lateral and vertical, both within the community itself and between the
commmity and the outside world, offer the participants at all levels

and positions the opportunity to gain knowledge about forest issues.



