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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the use of the folk
medium called "Moh Lam" in non-formal education. Particular altention
was given to reasons why Moh Lam was chosen to be a folk medium
in non-formal settings 3 planmning for the use of Moh Lam ; techniques
and formaﬁs employed in the presentation of Moh Lam; and the analysis

of the content of Moh Lam.

The qualitative design of the study described the use of Moh

Lam in non-formal settings of the three selected government agencies

" in Mahasarakam province. These agencies were the non-formal education
center, the office of public health, and the office of agriculture.

Data collection methods included in-depth interviews, non-participant




observation and field notes, and the gathering of written documents
concerning folk media, educational media and Moh Lam. The

administrators and their staff members working for the three
government. agencies in the study, local performers, and the villagers
who were educated by means of Mch Lam .were interviewed and observed.
Data were analyzed inductively and compared ; then the findings were
reported in deécriptive;fashion. .

The analysis of data resulted as follows :

1. All the three agencies in the study used Moh Lam as a folk
medium for the same reason. It was considered the most favorite kind
of entertainment for the villagers.

2. Both non-formal education center and the office of public
health planned for using Moh Lam ahead of time, whereas the office of
agriculture did not lay out a plan for using Moh Lam before hand.

3. The purposes for using Moh Lam varied among the three
agencies. Non-formal education center uftilized Moh Lam as a means
to provide information concerning non-formal education programs
and activities for the villagers. The office of public health
used Moh Lam as an activity to prepare people in the community
to participate in public health activities, whereas the office of
agriculture used Moh Lam for entertainment while _conducting
agricultural activities.

4. Regarding the techniques and formats employed in the
presentation of Moh Lam, the findings suggested that all the three

agencies used Moh Lam a long with other types of media. However, the

presentation formats were different among the three agencies.




Non-formal education center presented Moh Iam Dby means of
audio tapes and video-tapes. The office of public health organized
Moh Lam played by local Moh Lam players. The.office~of agriculture
organized the performances by having the farmers and the staff in
the office of agriculture perform Moh Lam together. However, the
results of the study indicated that none of the three agencies in
the study evaluated the use of Moh Lam airectly, because all
of them presented Moh Lam in the form of intergrated media. In fact
Moh Lam was not served as the sole medium.

5. The analysis of data indicated that the content of Moh Lam
presented by the three agencies in the study fit to the villagers’
way of life and basic needs. However, the focus of the information
provided was different. Non-formal education Center provided with
the information concerning adult basic education, education for
occupation, housing development., nutrition, health care, innovative
agricﬁlture and democracy. The office of public health provided
with thé information concentrating on health care, whereas the office
of agriculture focused on entertainment, therefore they did not

provide with any specific information.




