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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to analyze the cultural content
levels in the English Reading textbooks "Improve Your Reading Book I,
IT and III" organised by the English native author, Colin Swatridge,
and "Practice in Compréhension Book I, II and III" organised by the
Thai author, Malinee Juntawimol, as well as to develop manuals for
cultural understanding of these textbooks.

Those two series of boocks were analyzed within the 25 cultural
item framework. The frequency of cultural contents and cultural
content. levels were statistically compared by using j(z—test

The analysis revealed the following results H

1. In both English reading textbook series almost all cultural
items were inserted in their texts and the items found most frequently
were applied English usage, meals and drinks, important places and

persons, leisure-time activities and social system.



2. The cultural contents in "Improve Your Reading" developed by
the English native author were significantly different from those in
"Practice in Comprehension" developed by the Thqi author at the
level .01. The frequency of occurences of the cultural contents in
"Improve Your Reading” was higher than that of "Practice _ in
comprehension.” It was found that the explicit culbural contents in
those two series of textbooks were also significantly different at the
level of .01 ;3 the explicit cultural contents in "Improve Your Reading"
wvere higher in freguency of occurences than those in '"Practice in
Conprehension”, but those two series of textbooks were not
significantly different from each other in the frequency of occurences
of implicit cultural contents.

2. The teﬁcher manuals explaining inserted cultural concepts

were developed for those two séries of textbooks.




