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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study about conditions ahd
problems of using Concentrated Language Encounters for Thai Language
Teaching in the aspects of learning objectives setting, instructional
activities organization and evaluation in the primary schools, Mée
Sariang District, Mae Hong Son Province. Research population were 39
teachers who used all five stages of the Concentrated Language
Encounters approach and 12 teachers who used only some stages of the
approach. Instruments for collecting data included a questionnaire
for the population énq an cobservation form for a certain teaching
stage to be used with four teachers who were randomly selected. Data
were analyzed by frequency, percentage, means, and standard deviations.

The findings were as follows.



Most teachers selected behavioral objectives from both
Concentrated Language Encounters Handbooks and those Thai Language
‘Teachers”’. Handbooks issued by the Department of Academic Affairs.
However, many teachers were not sure about suitable criteria for
setting the objectives and lacked consultants. In activity
organization, most teachers selected the activities suggested in the
Concentrated Language Encounters Handbooks. They spent much more time
on c¢lassrcom instructional activities than they had planned. Most
teachers evaluated students for the improvement of their own teaching
and students’ learning. They used self-constructed observation forms
to evaluate individual students. They felt their instruments needed
improvement. Teachers found that the texts for Concentrated Language
Encounters teaching contained too difficult vocabularies and too long
reading passages. Many students still could not read new statements
containing words they had read before. They could not retain the
storiés they had listened to or had read as much as they should have.

when considering in terms of each stage of teaching, it was
found that objectives and activities were in accordance with the
principles of the Concentrated Language Encounters Approach. Some
problems were quite obvious such as, in Stage One, while some students
could understand and recognize the story, some could not 3 in Stage
Two, students dared not express themselves ; in Stage Three, only a few
students could give statements to teachers to write on charts ; and
in Stage Five, teachers had no time to prepare for game materiais and

could not create games for some learning objectives.



Nonetheless, teachers thought that although the Concentrated
Language Encounters Approach required more time in teaching preparation,
it. gave more valuable results. Since it was based on psychological
principles, it helped increase students’ confidence in speaking and
performing more than other approaches. Students were more interested
in reading. Furthermore, this approach encouraged students to actively
participate in every teaching stage. Teachers suggested that handbooks
and related documents should be revised so that they would be clearer
for teachers. lLesson plans, media and instruments for evaluation

should be cooperatively prepared in order that teachers would not be

too overloaded.



