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Abstract.

The purposes of this research were to study the educational
opportunities of the primary schbol leavers, their backgrounds and the
det.ermirants effecting their educational opportunities. Those
determinants were such as economic status, social, cultural and
environmental contexts. = The target population consisted of two
different groups. The first one was composed of 178 primary school
leavers who had already completed their "Prathom-suksa 6" between 2528-
2532 B.E. academic years, and the second one included their parents who
lived in Wong Joﬁ village, Chiang Dao District, Chiang Mai Province.

The researcher employed participant and non-participant
- observations, and formal and informal interviews to collect field data.

Additionally, data from relevant documents were gathered. In the




meanwhile, the ccllected data were also analysed by means of data
grouping and descriptive analysis during the data collection period
lasting around 14 monthes.

The findings of this research may be concluded as follows :

1. The majority of the primary school leavers (73 people, 43
males and 30 females or 41.01 percent.) had the opportunity to continue
their secondary education in the formal education system.

2. Nine persons, 2 males and 7 females or 5.06 per cent of the
total population continued their secondary education in nonformal
educat.ion.

2. Two females (1.12 percent) furthered their study_ in the
field of vacational nonformal education.

4, Eight persons, 5 males and 3 females (4.49 percent) had
their training opportunity with a number of vocational enterprises.

5. Fifteen males (8.43 percent) were ordrained and then took
their learning opportunity whilst being Buddhist novices.

6. Thirty five persons, 14 males and 21 females (19.66 percent
took their advantages in learning from thier own occupabions.

7. Thirty six persons, 11 males aﬁd 25 females (20.22 percent)
took their learning opportunities from working conditions with their
guardians or parents.

Two main determinants effect.ing the educational opportunities
of the population were internal-family and external-family determinants.
The first on consisted of the children’s abilities, their mental and

physical readiness, number of relatives ettending school, ecoromic




situation of their families, social relationships within their
famillies and their parents’ attitudes towards education. The second
determinant consisted of the expenditures on education, successful
graduates’ groups, information distributions, school locat.ion and
roles of guidance t.eachers.

This study also found that there were various éhannels in the
population’s educational opportunities beyond their primary education
level. Learning could derive from and within formal and nonformal
education systems such as within the learners’ family affairs,
community and society. Selection of the most appropriate learning
channels of each individual depended upon his or her family background

and social contexts.




