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Abstract

This study was designed to examine pain killing drugs
consumption behaviors of rural labourers as well as related knowledge
and information media dissemination patterns they experienced. The
intention was to indentify their socio-cultural behaviors and
socio-cultural context including media chamnels conducive to their
learning the disseminated messages for the benefit of planning and
upgrading nonformal education strategies and approaches. The chosen
study site was Ban Pong Village, Ban Pong Sub-District, Proa District
of Chiang Mai Province, chosen on the basis of high prevalence of

addicted users who believed that consuming those drugs helped cure



their troubles and boosted their energy. BSuch behaviors were deemed
inappropriate and not always neccessary. The researcher wanted to
understand and identify the involved socialization process, patterns
and relevant socializing sgdents.

The study approach was of gualitative type while data
collecting methods included structured and unstructured questionaires,
participatory and non-participatory observation, indepth interviews
and reviewing official documents as well as related literature on pain
killing drugs behaviors and socialization process relevant to drug
use. Official and natural leéders, village health voluntees, retail
shop owners and temple abbot in the community, wvillage elders,
traditional healers, teachers and labourers, Sub-District health
officers and medical person, etc. served as key informants. Field
work took approximately 1 year and 1 month.

Findings revealed that the key reason for taking pain killing
drugs was, according to the majority of users, that they had
experienced such bodily sbnormalities as headaches and muscular sores
typically caused by heavy physical work. They learned to consume the
drugs following others’™ suggestion and their own observation. At the
same tTime, they were persuaded by others to try and personally saw
that such other people as their parents, relatives, neighbours and
peers also used them. Simultenecusly, they conceived related
information about drug use from drug stores, television and radio.

However, before deciding to actually take the drugs users had tried



them and evaluated their effectiveness based on their community’s
existing culturally predominant thought and belief system.

Givenn the fact that labourers obtained relevant information
from various sources, the most important and decisive one ultimately
leading to their actusl consuming or not consuming was found to be

himan medium especially those close to them.



