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Abstract

This research was aimed to investigate teaching behaviors of out-
standing English teachers from schools under the Office of Surat Thani
Provincial Primary Education, to find out factors affecting instructional
activities of those teachers, and to study students’ opinion concerning
the teachers’ instructional behaviors.

Fight outstanding English teachers of 1990-1993 academic year from
six primary schools, 6 administrators, and their 280 Prathom Suksa Six
students in Surat Thani Province were selected as samples of this study.
These teachers were asked to answer the questionnaires and their instruct-
ional activities were observed. Their schools administrators were inter-
viewed for related information concerning the instructional activities of
the +teachers. Another set of questionnaires were distributed to 280
students for their opinions. The collected data were analyzed by computing
percentages, averages, and standard deviations. The interviewed data were
grouped according to their topics from which related factors were derived.

The findings were as follows:

1. Teaching performance of outstanding teachers were found at high
level in all five aspects; planning lessons, applying teaching approaches,
creating classroom atmosphere, using teaching materials, and providing

measurement and evaluations.




2. The communicative teaching approach was found most often used by
those teachers. -

3, Organization of teaching/learning processes most employed by
teachers included providing attention and assisistance for individual
students, summarizing and evaluating learning outcomes, and giving students
feedbacks.

In teaching listening, speaking, reading and writing skills, teachers
had students listen to the difference among the English sounds and practice
pronunciations and write description of pictures. These tfeachers used
English with students in English class for general instruction, asking
questions and praising students as well.

4. Teaching materials most often used by teachers were pictures, word
cards and sentence strips enabling comprehension and stimulating students’
interests.

5. As for interaction with students, teachers provided students with
explanation, instructions, and guidelines to follow. They also accepted
students’ feelings, praised, supported, and reinforced them. They ashed
convergent questions for answers concerning contents. Students” behaviors
found most often were responses or saying answers to teachers’ questions.

6. Students liked to study English with these teachers in order to
continue their study in secondary schools. Most students obtained good
grades in English and they found its importance in communicating in their
daily life. ’

7. Factors affecting teachers’ instructional activities included;
academic self-improvements for teaching profession qualifications, going to
schools earlier and getting back home later after school +time, creating
positive classroom atmosphere, applying teaching materials and teaching

techniques, and academic support from school administrators.




