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Abstract,

The purpose of this study was to examine current conditions
and problens of teaching agricultural subjects in primary schools. The
samples in this study comprised 374 Prathom Suksa 6 teachers under the
Office of Chiang Mai Provincial Primary Education chosen via the
.étfatified random sampling technique. Questionaires were wused to
collect. data from the samples and statistics used comprised percentage,
average and standard devistion. Research findings were as follows :

1. Conditions and Problems regarding Teachers

Most teachers were male, over 40 years of age, with
non-Agriculture B.A. degrees, had 1-5 years of teaching‘experience,
taught agricultural subjects because as classroom teachers and in
addition to other non-teaching activities, they had to teach every

subject.. Subsequent.ly, they were unable to fully devote +to



teaching agricultural subjects, were not given opportunities to
receive training and attend seminars on the rsubjects, and as a
consequence, lacked field work teaching skills.

2. Conditions and Prcoblems regarding Administration

The majority of teachers reported once-a-semester supervision by
school administrators but none by direct. supervisors. Most schools
lacked skilled teachers on the subjects but tackled the situation by
teachers and students combining efforts in collecting relevant printed
materials and inviting resource persons to help teach. Most Schools
did not have the budget as revolving fuﬁd to support instruction.
Administrators and teachers had to mobilize resources by convening
parent meetings prior to the semester start. In other words, problems
encountered were lack of support fund, lack of supervision and advice
from supervisors.

3. Conditions and Problems regarding Students

Most schools did not allow their students to choose

agricultural subjects and, thus, imposed the same contents on both
male and female students. Most students, howevers, were enthusiastic
during field work activities. Most parents held agriculture related
occupations, therefore, supporting their children’s learning the
subdécts. However, problems found were students’ lack of teaching
materials and lack of responsibility in assigned. tasks.

4. Conditions and Probleas regarding Contents and Instructional
Activities.

Content.s chosen by most schools were those related to vesgetable

gardening because they were suitable to local conditions. However,



they were chosen by teachers. Although the instruction met curriculum
requirements, it did not meet the requirement of the complete-cycle
priﬁciple.The emphasis on practical field work weﬁt as far as school
space allowed. Problems encountered were lack of water sources and
school available space was not favourable for practical field work
instruction.

5. Conditions and Problems regarding Imstructional Materials.

Normal annual-budgetary procedures were relied on by most schools
to obtain instructional materials and teachers were the ones to decide
what to buy. However, it was found that tools and related printed
materials needed were very much lacking. School administrators and
teachers, consequently, asked students to bring with them to school
their own tools and materials. Thué, lack of budget to buy those
tools and materials was a major obstacle and existing ones were of low
quality and badly in need of repair.

6. Conditions and Problems regarding Measurement and Evaluation.

Most teachers conducted pretests by asking their students

about subjects to learn. Theoretical knowledge after instruction was
tested by the multiple choice examination. Practical knowledge, on the
ot.her hand, was tested by evaluating stﬁdents, finished preducts with
the emphasis alsc on work processes. Most teachers produced their own
measurement and evaluation tools/instruments. Problems found were lack
of lmowledgable resource persons to train teachers on measurement and
evaluation and schools were unable to follow—up students’

implementation of their acquired knowledge.




