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Abstract

This study was desiened to examine geneneral community
conditions and factors influencing decisions involved in the innovation
adopt.ion propesé-of members of the Hﬁbﬁq tfibe who had mierated from
ther hills an& settled in the lowland. Fieldwork was c&nducted
involving 48 Hmong families in 2 villages; units 11 aﬁd 15.;of Ban
Grad Sub-District. Mae wang Branch District,‘chiang Mai “Province.
Community survey techniques included hstructurgd and non-structured
T interviews., pafticibatory and non-participatory obgervaﬁioné. The
surveyv took 8 ménths combining both data collection and analysis

at the same time.



tindings revealed that members of fhe tribe felt that their new
sebttlement on the plains would give them a better life and they were
entitled to the same public facilities as enjoyved by regular iowland
thais. Approximately, 80 % of them reported they were ready to aécept
innovations and modern ways of lifé accompanying the present social
structure. Therefore, they became more like lowland thais educationally,
culturally, economically and occupationally. The 4 sets of innovation
adoption factors, i.e., innovations thehselves, adopters theméelves,’
innovation channels and adoption contexts., did actually facilitate
their learning and adopting new things both on individual and
collective bases. Besides, social interactions within their own
community, reinforcing their absorbing the new culture, helped them a
great deal in consciously and connectedly adopting various innovations.

Following the 5-step process of innovation adoption, 2 types of
phenomena within the community aﬁpeared.

Type 1 ‘Events took place clearly according -to the 5-step
precess @ awareness, interest, consideraft.ion, experimentation and
implementat.ion. The adoption included new ideas andﬁmgfactices, new
£echnplqgies andlnew learning processes.

Type 2 Events took place seemingly skipping over certainAsteps.

_Adopters were not even aware which step they were in at a particular

time, The 5 steps might have occurred harmoniously and quickly.

Imitation decisions might have been influenced by others’actions or



results of those actions. Ideas and practices adopted on this basis
included new inventions, new cultural ways of daily life,
materialistic and modernistic values, etc.

fn addition, the study also found that the approach that helped
them learn and adopt most was that feauburing sélf—study/learning

based on observations, memorization and implementation.





