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This independent study examined similarities and
differences as regards kiﬁdergarten education management
practices adopted by bublic atid private _kindergarten schools
in Chaing Mai 'City Municipality. In the process school
objectives , policies , operational procedures as well as other
administrative processes and ﬁroblehs/obstacles were examined.
Altogether, g schools oP?éring kingdergarten education
programmmes, 4 public and 4 private, were studied. School
administrators and teachers were the ones who supplied
information for énalysis. Informal interviews and discussions
with school persomnel , frequently conducted , alsc contributed

a great deal to this reseacher's efforts given the fact that his



responsibility as District Education Officer brought him in to
regular contaect with them.

Findings were as follows

Such model state/public school as Demonstration School at
the Rajapat Institute and Chiang Mai Kindergarten School were
largely able +to observe the kindergarten education governing
principle , i.e. , prepare children physically , emotionally ,
socially and intellectually, beéause they were rather equipped
with necessary administrative and instructional resources.
However , other public schools such as municipal and Office of
National Primary Education Commission (ONPEC) schools did not
fare as well. Due to budget and other restraints, typical of
most schools. in this category, municipal and ONPEC schools were
inevitably forced to rely heavily on " book teaching *. On +the
other hand, private schools, well equipped in almost all
aspects, were more able to chserve +the gulding preparation
principle 1if they were determined +o. But because of parental
expectations and pressure many of them ended up teaching
academic contegts and even English , the very practice
obviously opposite to the said principle.

Findings. , therefore , clearly indicated +that +there be
urgent and justifiable needs for an overall and critical review
of kindergarten education philosophy and principles across the
board. They suggested that either they be altered to suilt
reality or current practices in both public and private schools
be seriously made +to conform with state philosophy and

principles. Neither choice seems readily easy to undertake.



