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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study about 1) the |
development. and the implémentation of lower secondary vocational
curriculum in the two schools under Educational Opportunity Expansion
Pilot Projecﬂ in Nakorn Sawan Province, 2) the students’, parents’
and  community leaders’ opinions concerning  the curriculum
implementation and 3) students’ vocational learning achievement. 125
informants were school administrators, academic teachers, students,
their parents and community leaders. The researcher stayed in both
schools from the middle of December, 1991 to the end of March, 1992

observing, interviewing, taking notes and photographs, and recording



both on cassette-tapes and video-tapes. Data were categorized and
reportedl descriptively using also frequency distribution, arithmetic
means and percentages. The findings were as follows :

Both schools adapted the Ministry of Education’s ocurriculum.
Groups of teachers were assigned to select the vocational subjects and
the vocational teachers were expected to work on lesson planning. To
decide on vocational subjects, the groups of teachers studied some
documents, examined the information relating to curriculum development
and analysed school and community context. One of these two schools
chose the vocational subjects according to parents’ needs but the
other one based their decision on teachers’ capability.

The teachers of the out-of-school resource centre left out some
stated objectives and activities due to the limitations of study
periods. They did not write up any lesson plan. The teacher who
taught the vocational subjects in her own school added some objectives
and content. She prepared written lesson plans for her course but
they were incomplete. Some important content, subtopics, and study
periods were not identified.

For instructional supports management., both schools did not
identify operatiocnal tasks clearly. Teachers were appointed to teach
vocat.ional subjects both on thé voluntary basis and on their capability.
Both schools faced some problems of budget and curriculum materials
shortage., Guidance activity that both schools used for their students
was counseling. Teachers’ meet.ings and counseling were the schools’

educational supervision activities.



For ro&tional instruction, the two teachers who were observed
took these steps : studied texts, prepared some materials, stimulated
the students’ interest, informed them of the objectives and the
importance of the lessons, lét them practise, and summarized and
evaluated by giving assignments and examining stu@ents’ works.
| . In terms of process skills, st.udents could realize importance
of problems, analyse, determine wdrking procedures, follow the working
steps, and evaluate their works. The process skills they did not work
on were : formulating different alternatives for their works, making
decisions on those altérnatives, improving their work and
participating in the final and overall evaluatién.

Students, parents, and community leaders viewed that vocational
subjects taught in both schools were appropriated to the needs of

students and community. They were thought. to bé very useful for local
| careérs and students themselves.

Students’ vocational learning achievement was good in the
school that used the out-of-school resource centre and was average in

the other one.




