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Abstract

The objective of this study was to understand the essence of
Mien Ceremonies in Ban Paklang of Pua District, Nan Province.

The study covered eight ceremonies, i.e., Haomien, Sibmien
Hway-Dao Hway-Lung, Jiwmeya on, Sibowmien, Timmienkoo, Kwatung,
Joachingja, and Jaosin.

The information collected during study can be divided into +two
types; primary data and secondary data.

Primary information: this comprises general community conditions
and data about, ceremonies. It was collected by both formal and informal
interviews, discussions, and observations. Small group and individual
interview techniques were used.

The study was conducted between January 1990 and February 1991,
during which time 15 visits of 7 to 12 day duration were made. Sixty
interviewees contributed information.

A study of Mien literature from previous research, studies, and
essays provided the secondary data. The literature was devoted to
humanities, social secience, education, and informal education research
conducted by technical experts.

The analysis of this thesis was separated into two levels:

Level 1 : Analysis of the cultural basis covering four aspects:

[y

. Relations with the super natural;
. Relations between humans and nature;

W DN
.

Relations within the community; and

4. Occupations



Level 1: Education on culture was summarised as follows:-

1. The relations with the super natural was the relations with
the things~beyond-nature. It exhibited the relationship between Mien
and the super natural powers or gods, guardian spirits, ghosts,
demons, and souls of ancestors. The form of relationship was a
relationship between the young and the old based on a belief that the
supernatural has powers to give good and/or bad effects to the people
and has powers to control nature. These beliefs caused the Mien to
pay respect to and fear things-beyond-nature, whatever he (she) did
and whatever conditions he (she) was in.

Z. Relations between humans and nature; the relationship
between humans and nature was a relationship between people and the
natural environment,, i.e. plants, animals, forests, water sources, and
the Sun. People respected and cherished nature (as a merit of their .
oun benefits). The relationship was in the form of mutual assistance
and dependence.

3. Relations within the community; the relat.ionship in a
community was a relationship between person and person, i.e.
respectfulness to seniority; assistance in working; mutual support;
mutual sharing among relatives and/or neighbours; practices in
accordance with customs and traditions, communal activitiess
compliance with rules, orders, prohibitions and preferences of +the
conmunity.

4. Occupations; there were three systems practised, i.e.
proprietorship system, management system, and consumption system. The
three had a close relationship to production skilils. That. is,
production depends on many factors, mainly household factors (with
roles planned by the management) and thus are continually succeeded
within a household, and the consumption system exists worthily and
econcmically.

Level 2 : The analysis of educational essence could be
summarised as follows : :

1. The educational subject matters were of the life conditions
of the community presenting the beliefs in the supernatural power that
pays respect to and fears things-beyond-nature, that is gods, guardian
spirits, ghosts, demons, and souls of ancestors; living by hunting and




finding forest objects; the old agriculture and the local wisdoms.
That is the natural resources conservation and the social rules and
orders. In addition, there are matters concerning occupational skills
in agriculture, hunting, working silverware, trade and sewing.

Z. The educational roles that give effects to persons are; the
preparation for a firm personal quality of enjoying gratefulness and
appreciativeness, Jjustics and faithfulness. The preparation for firm
personal ethics for enjoying respectfulness politeness, and tenderness,
create community relationships to enjoy unity, to control the
communities to comply to the rules and orders stipulated by them.
These shall make the communities happy, solid, and everlasting.

3. The educational process was one that transfered culture of
all forms, that is ceremonial matters; natural resource conservation
practices; selection of seeds; modern agricultural machinery; seed

propagation; home made silverware and other home industries. In
addition, there was also a social polish-up process. All said
processes were classified as informal education processes. This

traditional education process was in existence before any of the more
modern educat.ion systems in the world, and the educational sources
that transferred these were the family, actual work, the old teaching
the young and unity; the training of skills in earning a living. The
roles which give effects to the communities are those that elders
teach to minors within the household. The methods of teaching are:
person to person, demonstration, following suit, imitation, and
observation.

It shall be said that ceremonies and ways of 1life in the
communities are inseparable related, because ceremonies are things
created by people for use by the community. the study of the
educational essence in traditional society, therefore, found that
ceremonies are factors influencing the way of life of people in a
community.



