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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to compare Mathayom Suksa 3
students” English language proficiency in listening, speaking, reading
and writing skills through two approaches : task-based Ilearnins and
activities suggested in Learning Kit in Book Form Book &5 teachers?
handbook. The two subject groups selected by purposive sampling:
comprised of 40 Mathayom Suksa 3 students each. They  enrclled in
English 015 (Core Course 5) in the first semester of the academic yéar
of 1991 at Nawaminthrachuthit Payap school, Chiaflng I'Ial province.

The: research tools for the experiment consisted of (1} eight
task-based lesson plans (2) eight lesson plans adapted from Learning
Kit .‘ in Bobk Form Book 5 {eachers® handbook. Both kinds of lesson
plans were designed for 20 teaching periods each (50 minutes per period).

For data collection, an Fnglish language proficiency test was used.



The pre-experiment test was given to both the treatment and
control groups. Pretest scores showed that English language proficiency
of both groups was not significantly different.. Then the treatment
group was taught with task-based lessons, and the control group with
teachers’ handbook lessons. After the experiment, the posttest was
given to the treatment and control groups.

Research results indicated that English language proficiency
- gained scores of students learming by task-based lessons were
significantly higher than those of students learning by teachers’
handbock at the level of .05.

‘ The effects of task-based learning on FEnglish language
proficiency suggested the following issues. First, the use of
authentic materials for comprehensive input motivated students better
than that of Learning Kit in Book Form did. Moreover, it increéséd
students’ awareness in ad.justmen"c. to real~life language. Second, the
use of tasks to direct learning processes promoted students”
achievemegt mot.ivation. Students felt fulfilled after task completion.
Third, classroom interactions helped students learn how to communicate
- confidently and effectively. Fourth, the student-centered activities‘
focusing on the students’ maturity and cognitivé development were
appropriate to tésk—based learning because students were able to
solve problems reasonably, exchange information between‘others, use
Fnglish language by themselves, and be responsible for the assigned

work.




