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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to compare the learning
consequences of teaching two different Thai language instructional
plans : the conventional one and the one designed with the emphasis on
culture-based content.. The comparisons were made in three aspects :
1) pupils’ learning achievement of the topic taught, 2) their
interests in off-class activities designed to enhance Thai language
skills, 3) their opinions concerning Thai language class activities.
Seventy prathom suksa-four pupils of Phetchabun Boarding Education
Welfare School were sampled, using the stratified random technique to
make up two groups compatible in terms of their previous Thai language

achievement scores. Each group comprised 23 hilltribes and 12



low-landers. Research instruments were 1) the two different
instructional plans, each designed for 24 teaching periods (a period =
20 minutes) and divided into 8 sub-plans for 8 class meetings, 2) the
achievement test (r = .82) , 3) two learning centers for reading and
writing skills, 4) learning-center-usage recording forms, 5) an
opinionnaire (r = .88). The researcher constructed all of the above
instruments except the conventional instructional plan. The
constructed instruments were tried out before the experiment. After
teaching the groups, the researcher administered the achievement test
and the opinionnaire to the pupils. The pupils were then informed
about the two learning centers set up for them to use outside classes
for four more weeks, two weeks for reading skills and the other two
for writing skills. Learning achievement and pupils’ opinions concerning
Thai langugge instruction were compared using t-test. Chi-square was
used to compare pupils’ frequencies in off-class learning activities
participat.ion. Total engaged time spent in the learning centers was
analyzed also by t-test.

No differences between groups were found in pupils’ learning
achievement. and their opinions concerning learning activities.
However, the pupils in the experimental group using culture-based
content. spent. more time in the writing-skills learning center than

those in the control group, significantly at the .01 level.



