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Abstract.

The purposes of this study were to compare school personnel’s
and laymen’s understanding of the project for the democratization of
lower-secondary education in rural areas and also their awareness of
the importance of people’s participation in the project ; to learn
about their opinions concerning levels of people’s participation,
problems, and difficulties relating to the project. The populations
and samples were from the area around the nine project schools of
Kalasin province and divided into twﬁ groups : 1) 72 school personnel
——  school administrators and teachers, 2) 72 laymen -- village
heads, district heads, and students’ parents. The teachers and parents
were randomly sampled. The instrument was the five-section

questionnaire/test. Collected data were analyzed by using basic



statistics, means, percentage means, standard deviations, confidence
interval estimation for population means and t-test,

Research findings were as follows.

1) School personnel had much more understanding in the project
than laymen, significantly at the .01 level.

2) Both groups thought people’s participation in this new
educat.ional approach were extremely important.

3) Both groups stated that, for the time being, the level of
people’s participation was very low. In some aspects, there was no
participation at all. However, people helped promote school public
relations to some extent.

4) The following aspects needed to be done : increasing budget
for public services and numbers of school personnel, in-service training
for better understanding of the project, more efforts for more
cooperation between schools and workplaces for students’ career
training. More serious problems that remained to be solved were
people’s poverty, their lack of time, knowledge, and abilities to
involve in some school activities in which their participation was

needed.



