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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to analyze pre-school
class teachers' behaviors, thelr interaction with children, and
their behaviors which promote lesrning sutonomy in the children
they taught. Data were collected by interviewing and observing
seven pre-school class teachers from the same school cluster in
liaesuai distriect, Chiang Rai province. Each teacher was observed
eleven times during the end of the academic year 1986. Obtained
data were correlated, categorized, and reported descriptively. The
findings could be summarized ‘as follows :

The researcher found three types of teachers : four control
type teachers, two lessez-faire {ype, and one opportunity-facilitator
teacher. Each type performed two kinda of behaviors. One kind was

helping, motivating, and giving children freedom to act and respond.




The other was reatricting and contrqlling children so that they
acted and résponded according to teachers’ expectations. Controlw
type teachers performed the first kind of behaviors much less
than the second kind. Lessez~falre teachers performed both of
behaviors spproximately at the mame level. The opportunity-
facilitator teacher performed the first kind of behaviors much
more than the second kind., Positive interaction between teachers
and children was found more when teachers performed the first kind
of behaviors. Both control-type and lesse;-faire type teachers
organized similar learning activities everyday. Kot were the
activities which required all children to d§ same thinga. Teachers
frequently used "telling" as their teaching method. These teachers
used less learning media. The only bne opporiunity-facilitator
teacher found in this research frequently'changed hér‘teaching
methods. She emphasized children's indifidual performance and
was more flexible to children’s interests and learning conditions.
Her classroom atmosphefe was home~like and elways reorganized.

She also organized outside-class experlences for children. The
opportunity-facilitator teacher’ behaviors promoted learning
autonomy of children more than those of the other two types of

-

teachers.



