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ABSTRACT 

As a State of Nature, the beautiful country Myanmar has two sides to its coin. 

On the bright side is endowed with natural resources, culture heritage and has a 

pleasant climate, while on the dark side is its political instable and is being the second 

largest opium producer, after the Afghanistan. After the political crack down in 1988, 

the military regime took over the country. To eradicate the illicit drugs, the 

government amended the 1974-Narcotic Drug Law in April 1988, but with little 

impact. In contrast, during the last three years gradual increases in poppy cultivation 

especially in Shan State have been observed.  
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Many studies on opium have focused on the amount of poppy cultivated alone 

but with little or no attention to the motivation of people involved in the poppy 

business. Hence, this thesis aims to study the motivation of people’s involvement in 

poppy cultivation and sales. The study was carried out among Pa Oh people in 

Southern Shan State, many of whom have been long involved in the cheroot 

(traditional cigar) business. Primary and secondary interview data were used to 

analyze by both inferential and descriptive statistics. The analysis was narrowed down 

to a form of three state cause analysis methods: immediate causes, underlying causes 

and the root causes. Poverty was shown to be the immediate cause for individuals 

taking up work on poppy farms. There were other factors positively motivating forty 

two households to be involved in poppy business at different levels (such as laborers 

and the entrepreneurs). Negative factors that kept sixty households in the cheroot 

business were also identified.

The recommendations intended for policy maker and the communities are the 

following. Government and the non-government intervention on eradication of illicit 

crops and drugs should be carried out in collaboration with community participation. 

Adjusting the self-centered behavior should be promoted with the support from the 

religious personnel and through providing a sustainable economical environment for 

the communities. 
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