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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were (1} to predict the trend of northern textile exports; (2)
to assess problems and obstacles of the industry; and (3) to study the effectiveness of government
policy and various measures used to support and promote the northern textile exporting.

Secondary data of textile yearly export values between 1990 to 2000 from the.
Department of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Commerce were used in this study. Least Square
Estimation was used to forecast the future trend. As for the second and the third objectives
primary data obtained from the use of questionnaires to interview 35 northern textile exporters
were employed.

The results of the study revealed that the northern textile exports have an increasing
trend. Most exporters have been in business for about 3 - 5 years. Their major export markets
were the US, EU, and Japan . The most important problem facing exporters were high production
costs as raw materials had to be imported. This had made their textile exports less price attractive
and had to compete harder with producers from other countries. Other important problems found
in this study was lack of skilled labor, high transportation costs, export quota systems, and lack of

administration and management personnel. Of all these problems, lack of skilied labor was



considered as the most scrious. As for the effectiveness of government’s various support
measures, the results of the study found them to be moderately helpful.

In order to increase their export ability, most exporters would hike the government to
help them in the following areas: simplify export procedures, more training to increase the skill of

labor, and assist them in getting more information on overseas markets.



