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Abstract

In recent years, Thailand has rapid economic growth and has experienced a large demand
for industrial technicians in tﬁe industrial sector . However, when the labor force is examined
according to the level of education, it was found that the number of labor force with vocational
school was less than that of labor force with undergraduate school . Thus, if economic
development is going to be directed toward greater industrialization, a shortage of skilled
technicians, who have had vocational training, will occur . As such, an interesting question arises
as to why students who have finished the first 3 years of Junior High School are not interested in
completing their primary education at a vocational school as opposed to a regular high school .
Therefore, the objective of this study was to study the factors that affect a student’s decision to
continue his education at the vocational level . This study used data collected from two different
sample groups using the Stratified Random Sampling method . The first sample group was made
up of 196 students from senior high school while the second sample group was made up of 194
students studying in either in years one through three of a vocational school or in years one or two
of an associate level degree institution . The data was analyzed in regards to economic, family,
individual ability, and community factors using statistical regression and logit estimation to

determine the relation between these factors .



The results of analysis into the different factors that affect the decision to study at
vocational level in Phayao province found that the economic factors, the higher of the education
fees especially in technology which reflect the efficiency of leaming caunsed students to choose a
vocational level . The family status such as a low level of family income caused the students to go

into vocational school .

Family factors that influenced this decision included the number of non-income family
members and father’s occupation . Students with a large number of non-income family members
were more influenced to study at a vocational school . Students who had a father worked as a
farmer or as a general laborer were more influenced to study at vocational school since their

fathers had a low expected in the student careers .

As for the individual ability factor, it was found that the student’s grade point average in
English did influence their decision making in that students with low English scores tended to opt
for the vocational school training . Individual ability factors which did not show any influence
were overall junior high grade point average and point average in mathematics . The study also
found the community conditions were not influential in the students decision to study in a

vocational program .



