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The Abstract

The objective of the research is two-folds i.e. to identify
causes of deforestation and to evaluate the performance of the Royal
Forestry Department reforestation project in Chiang Rai Province.

The study employed 1982-1991 data recorded by Chiang Rai
Regional Forestry office. In additidn, the primary information
was obtained from questionnaires interviewed from 60 forestry officers
working in Chiang Rai.

The findings indicated that during 1982-1991, the legal and
illegal deforestation totalled 558,660 rais. The former one accounted
for 23.66 percent of the total destroyed forest area. Out of eight

illegal causes, the three most important were agricultural practices




of highlanders, agricultural practices of lowlanders and encroachment
by outside influencial individuals.

The reforestation assessment shown that the survival rate
of the transplanted saplings in the sample plots was 63.80 percent.
Furthermore, only 64 percent of the mission was accomplished by
the responsible forestry personnel in the reforestation project in
Chiang Rai. This finding suggests that the project should be reviewed

-and replanned in conjunction with other supplementary prograns.




