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Abstract

Recreation is necessary for human in a daily life. Recreation takes place in both private
place such as house and public place such as park or stadium. Public recreation areas are
considered public welfare. The standard ratio of open space for recreation by population is 15
sq.m. per person in the urban area of developed countries. However, in the year 2000, the ratio of
open space by population in Chiang Mai Municipality Area is 2.98 sq.m. per person, significantly
lower than the standard. Besides being insufficient, the open spaces or parks in Chiang Mai inner
city are not adequately distributed. Many communities are not within the expected service areas
of neighborhood parks, which are the smallest and closest level of parks (within the radius of 800
meters or 15-minute walk). Therefore, these communities have less access to open space,
recreational activities and the prospect of well being. This calls for an increase of open spaces or
parks, especially neighborhood parks in Chiang Mai Municipality Area. A possible option is to
turn public-use spaces such as open spaces in the temples, which are somehow used by the public,
into recreational use.

This research proposes and applies a process of utilizing open space in Wat Dawadueng
as recreation area. This temple locates in the southeast of Chiang Mai Municipality Area as a
center of Wat Dawadueng Community, which has no nearby neighborhood park. The process
includes: 1) Using observation and interview to collect data on existing physical environment and

uses; 2) using questionnaire to collect relevant needs, behaviors and characteristics of the



community; 3) analyzing the collected data and synthesizing the existing uses, new activities and
appropriate landscaping elements, areas and times; 4) designing the layout of the open space
planning to accommodate all the synthesized requirements; 5) presenting the layout and
perspectives to the community members, moderating the opinions and concluding the solution;
and 6) adjusting and finalizing the designed layout. The process yields satisfactory results in

providing recreational spaces for the community, while creating no conflict with the existing uses.



