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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) socio-economic backgrounds of rubber
growers in Uttaradit Province (2) factors relating to farmers’ adoption of rubber production
technology (3) problems ,obstacles and suggestions of the farmers for applying rubber production
technology .

The sample group used in this study consisted of 151 farmers who had been trained about
rubber planting technology in 2004/2005 by the Rubber Replanting Aid Fund at Uttaradit Province.
For statistical analysis, the following methods were employed: frequency, percentage, arithmetic
mean, standard deviation and multiple regression analysis.

The results revealed that 51% of farmers were male, with an average age of 47.31 years,
85.40 % of them married, 58.90 % of the respondents completed primary school and 99.30 % of
them had funds for farming from Thai Farmer Bank. Farmers had average landholding of 32.44 rai
and average rubber planting areas of 15.51 rai

The rubber growers had average farm labors for 3.62 persons. They earned an average
agricultural income of 54,890.73 Baht/ per year and had an average non-agricultural income of

51,794.15 Baht/ per year. Their average agricultural expenses was 32,824.37 Baht/ per year and



average non-agricultural expenses was 25,796.69 Baht/ per year. Most of the farmers received
information about rubber production technology from other farmers or their neighbors. The farmers
enrolled in the Rubber Replanting Aid Fund training program for 3-4 times a year and got
suggestions from the Rubber Replanting Aid Fund officers for 3-4 times a year. Most of them had
no experience in growing rubber trees. All of the farmers got rubber seedling from the Department
of Agriculture and used RRIM600 variety for planting.

As for factors relating to farmers’ adoption of rubber production technology in Uttaradit
Province, it was found that the significant factors were: 1) number of labors, 2) cost of investment
in rubber planting and 3) the attitude of farmers toward rubber production technology. Two factors
had positive correlation with the farmers’ adoption of rubber production technology. Those were
cost of investment of rubber planting and the attitude of farmers toward rubber production
technology. Another factor was the number of labors that had negative correlation.

Concerning problems and suggestions of farmers for applying rubber production technology,
it was found that the major problems were the death of rubber tree, capital cost, the instruments in
planting rubber-trees, lacking of fertilizers and insecticides, lacking of water supply and plant
diseases. However, the farmers suggested that the government should assist for the capital,
especially, while they didn’t have income during growing rubber-trees. Also, the Rubber

Replanting Aid Fund officers should visit the rubber growers more often.



