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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research aimed to 1) study the knowledge, attitude and practice of
farmer advisors in longan good agricultural practice (GAP) in Chiang Mai province 2) determine
~ the relationship between personal characteristics, socio-economic factors and farmer advisors
knowledge, attitude and practice 3) investigate the relationship between farmer advisors’
knowledge; attitude and practice in GAP and 4) identify problems and recommendations of
farmer advisors in longan GAP.,

The sample consisted of 179 farmer advisors who had been assigned by Department of
Agriculture for consulting concerning GAP to farmers in 6 districts and 1 sub districts including
14 agricultural officers and 105 farmers. Data were collected by interview schedule for farmer
advisors, questionnaires for agricultural specialists and farmers. Statistical technique uses were
percentage, mean, maximum-minimum value, standard deviation, and Pearson;s prc;duct moment
correlation coefficient and stepwise multiple regression analysis. - '

The research revealed that most farmer advisors were male with the average age of 47.8
years old and 4 " grade education background. Their experiences in planting longan were 15.3
years. The average planting areas were 6.8 rai and the average income from longan productions
were about 56,774.5 baht/annum. Their average househ-old income was 90,809.5 baht/ annum.
The average capitals used for longan production were 25,812.5 baht/ annum with the average
labor for taking care for Jongan 1.87 men/plantation. The average labor for longan harvesting

was 10 men/plantation. The average contacted time with the GAP officers from Department of



Agriculture was 1.2 and attending GAP training 2.1 times in average. Most of farmer advisors had
social position and received news via their neighbors. Most of them were not volunteers for other
agencies. Their experiences as farmer advisors were 2.84 years in average.

The research results found that farmer advisors had high level of knowledge in longan
GAP (average score 0.87). Their attitude on longan GAP was at moderate level (average score

3.38). Their practice on longan GAP was at high level (average score 2.29).

From research hypothesis testing, it showed that there was no statistical significance '

between the above-mentioned factors and farmer advisors’ knowledge towards longan GAP.
However, there was the relationship between income from longan productions, social position at
0.05 level of significance and attending GAP training at 0.01 level of significance. While age
level and received GAP news were related to farmer advisors’ practicé towards longan GAP at
0.05 level of significance. |

The results of Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient found that there was the
signiﬁcant relationship between farmer advisors’ attitude and practice towards longan GAP in
Chiang Mat province at 0.01 level of significance.

Problems and obstacles found were as follows: farmer cannot make GAP practice report
properly as well as unwilling to cooperate in longan GAP. However, some farmer advisors lacked
of self-confidence in GAP practices. Suggestions from this research are: Departient of
Agriculture should organize training courses for farmer advisors on knowledge and understanding
towards iongan GAP covered ever;} areas and explain clearly to farmer advisors and farmers to

understand the objectives of longan GAP project.



