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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study factors affecting adoption on good
agricultural practice of tangerine growers in Fang District, Chiang Mai Province and to
investigate the relationship between their personal and socio-economic factors and adoption on
good agricultural practice, problem and recommendation of tangerine farmers towards good
agricultural practice of tangerine were also explored.

The sample consisted of 76 farmers who had the certification on good agricultural
practice of tangerine in 8 tambons of Fang District, Chiang Mai Province. The instruments used
for data collection were interview and questionnaires and was analyzed through the application of
statistics i.e., arithinatic means, maximum and minimum values, standard deviation; enter
multiple regression analysis and Pearson product moment correlation coefficient.

The results revealed that most farmers were male (75.0%) with the average age of 47.1
years old and had 4" grade education background. Then experience in growing tangerine was 5.5
years in average. Their average income from tangerine productions were about 32,199.05
baht/rai/year with the average planting areas of 13.2 rai and average farm labor 4.9
persons/plantation. Most of farmers had received information from other farmers and then
neigbour (59.20%). They participated in GAP training 1 time (52.6%), and also contacted with

the GAP officer from Department of Agriculture 1 time at 57.9%. It was also found that 64.5% of



farmers had never been community leader. Their knowledge was classified at the low level in
good agricultural practice for tangerine especially on ability of using water nearby industrial
factory, altitude should be less than 750 meter above mean sea level and slope should not less
than 12% for planting tangerine. Their attitude for GAP was ranked at high level.

According to good agricultural practice for tangerine farmers, it was found that 90.8% of
farmers had planting areas which were not nearby industrial, garbage or risk areas. All farmers
(100%) recorded detail of soil sample and collected the soil test result as their evidences. Most of
water supply sources (56.6%) were from river, gully and canal and 60.5% of farmers did not
send the water sample for testing in terms of chemicals residue and minerals. All farmers kept
their chemicals separated from their residential areas, home and the source of water. About
92.1% of farmers kept important data and other documents for planting as evidences.

Farmers’ practice according to good agricultural practice for tangerine, it was found that
most of farmers followed through the system at good level. From hypothesis testing, it was
found that knowledge, age and attitude of farmers were significantly related to good agricultural
practice.

Problems and recommendations emerged from this research was that farmers did not
confident on GAP guideline especially disease and insect management parts. It was suggested
that concerned agencies should improve the GAP guideline in order to be easy to read and

understand. In addition, farmers need extension officers to supervise closely about GAP.



