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ABSTRACT

Food safety and phytosanitary were often a justification to hinder the exporting of
agricultural products. Both dried and fresh fruit of longan, which are the important exported
products of Thailand also confronted with this problem. For this reason, Good Agricultural
Practice: GAP, was generated to satisfy the demand of importing countries. To accomplish the
food safety of longan, farmers, government, and private sectors had to collaborate on this project.
As the input suppliers, agrochemical retailers were the significant component of agricultural
production. So, this research was interested in the role of agrochemical retailer on supporting
GAP of longan. The study purposed to explore the number, location and distribution, as well as to
classify the agrochemical retailers. Moreover, this exploration intended to define the role of these
retailers on GAP. The methodology was started with secondary data collection, then, field survey
and interview. The received data was analyzed by descriptive statistics, and likert scale for
ranking the role of agrochemical retailer on GAP. 145 agrochemical retailers and 100 of longan
farmers were collected as group samples. The study area was 5 districts of Chiang Mai, which
were Doilor, Jomthong, Saraphi, Sanpatong, Hod and the 8 districts of Lamphun province. The
survey and interview were progressed on 20 March to 18 May 2004. From the survey, there were
65 of agrochemical retailers in 5 districts of Chiang Mai and 111 in Lamphun. It was exposed that

82.1% of retailers were registered as the agrochemical traders legally. The numbers of retailers



were highly increased in 2001 about 71.7%. They extended from the center of the city to the rural
area. Most of them still located in the center of districts and the growing area of the major
economic crops. The agrochemical retailers were classified to three groups, which were small,
medium and large size. The results were shown that most of the retailers were small. In addition
to service and products, 50% of them were provided not only pesticides and agrochemical inputs
but also agricultural utensils, food and animal drugs, seeds and groceries. According to
considerable chemical commodities, the top 5 best selling groups were chemical fertilizer,
insecticide, plant bioregulator, biofertilizer and fungicide. Pesticides which were widely used in
longan production were cypermethrin (insecticide), carbendasim (fungicide), and glyphosate
(herbicide). In addition, the entire mentioned pesticides were allowed to use in GAP of longan.
Besides being input suppliers, it was noteworthy that retailers were the significant source of
farmers’ knowledge. As for the role of GAP in this study, it consisted of 5 sections, which were
pesticide poisonous instruction of traders, retailers’ participation on solving troubles concerning
about pesticide, usage of pesticide instruction, traders’ code of conduct and observing the law.
From the exploration, it was found that the majority of agrochemical retailers showed the
important role in all sectors. So, it could be summarized that the retailers played the significant

role on supporting GAP of longan.



