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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study factors affecting farmers’ decision on
participating Extension Project of the Huai Hong Khrai Royal Development Study Centre as well
as relationships of the farmers and their personal fundamental needs, social economic factors on
decision making and problems and barriers concerned. The data were taken from farmers in 8 of
the Centre extended villages in Doi Saket district and Mae On sub-district. Specimen of
population were allocated into 2 groups, one of 112 farmers registered for the Centre s extension
project and another of 139 farmers not attending the project. These samples were obtained via the
sampling method of systematic simple random sampling. Data collection was done through
questionnaires then analyzed statistically through percentages, arithmetic means, maximum and
minimum values, standard deviation and Chi — square tests.

Form research findings, it was found that major reasons for joining the project were
income increasing and access to production facilities, respectively. For those not attending the

projects, the major reasons were improper agricultural land and lack of capital resources.



From hypothesis test, it was found that factors affecting farmers decision on participating
the extension project were educational status, family member labours, social status,
communication with extension officers, agricultural institution membership and capital resources.

The problems and barriers of the farmers who joined the project were declined product
prices incapable of covering invest money, income decrease, inadequate household area size,
infertility of agricultural soil, debt burden and insufficient water resources for agriculture.

Conclusion from the results was made. It suggests that since the courses of extension
offered by the Centre were diversed, communications between the farmers and the Certre s
officers should be taken into accounts to provide the farmers with detailed information and better
understanding about the courses. For capital resources, other organizations should participate to

provide the farmers possible opportunities.
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