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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study the production and marketing conditions of
farmers in Lam Nam Nan Self-Help Resettlement Project, Uttaradit Province and to explore the
problems of production and marketing of cashew nut as well as the improvement.

Population used in this study was 133 cashew nut growing farmers. Data collection was
done through questionnaires. Data was é,nalysed by Descriptive Statistics, namely, frequency
percentage and arithmetic means.

From research findings, it was found that most farmer’s age group ranged from 51-60
years old and over 60 years old. Most of them finished primary school and married. The number
of family member was between 1-5 persons. Their farm income and non-farm income were
between 300-10,000 Baht per year and 500-10,000 Baht per year.

Most cashew nut growing area was between 1-5 rai and 20-100 trees and most variety
was native. Most farmers used their own fund for investment only least of them loaned money
from agricultural cooperatives which is short term one. Most chemical fertilizer used was 16-16-

16 formula totally 0.10-10 kg./tree. Fertilizer cost was between 25-400 Baht per rai. Most farmers



did not apply chemical and did weeding by manual method. They were pruning cashew nut trees
after harvesting but irrigating before flowering. Most farmers employed part-time labors except
two of them used full-time labors.

As regards marketing conditions, most farmers sold their products to local merchants
because they got no time to bring cashew nuts to sell elsewhere. Total payment was performed
after agreement. Grading was done by most farmers and their sources of price movement were
from farmers group as well as from extension workers.

Production problems were lack of production technology, equipments, capitals as well as
product quality while marketing obstacles included low price, knowledge of grading,
transportation and lack of labor.

It is suggested that cultural practices, namely, production methods, cashew nut variety
according to market, crop care, crop protection, fertilizer usage and insect and disease resistant
variety should be urgently promoted. Additionally, cashew nut growing group’s capacity building
in terms of production planning in accordance with market demand should be strengthened while
crop productivity through soil improvement and good cultural practices are also equally

important.



