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Abstract

The objectives of the this research were to 1) study pesticide safe use in citrus orchard
among Hmong growers; 2) investigate the relationship between personal characteristics and socio
— economic factors and pesticide safe use; and 3) to explore problems and obstacles of pesticide
safe use

Farmer samples were 67 citrus growers in Mae Taeng District, Chiang Mai Province.
Data was collected by questionnaires. Statistical techniques used were frequency, percentage,
arithmetic mean, minimum, maximum, standard deviation and Weigh Mean Score. Hypothesis
was tested by Chi — square.

From research findings, it was found that pesticide safe use was properly practiced by
farmers 58.2% and less properly practiced by 41.79%

From hypothesis testing, it was found that capital was significantly related to pesticide
safe use at 0.01 level. Community contact, information acquisition, and frequency of information
acquisition related to pesticide safe use at 0.05 level while age, educational level, farm size, land

tenure, citrus income, labour, and training experience were not related to pesticide safe use at all.




As for problems and obstacles, it was found that natural, mechanical, and biological plant
protection methods were not as efficient as chemical ones and the outcome was uncertain.
Therefore, it was suggested that more farmer training on natural, mechanical, biological plant

protection methods and pesticide safe use should be farther emphasized,



