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Abstract

The subsistence value of non-timber forest products (NTEPs) is very important
to many rural people in Vietnam who are living in the mountainous areas. They are
often the only products that can provide the daily needs (nutrition, shelter material,
medicine, fuel-energy, symbol and culture.) Moreover, NTFPs are used to support
 other activities in the livelihood systems. The contribution of NTFPs to the household

- economyv, however, is still poorly documented and assessed.

This study focuses on the importance of NTFPs in the household livelihood of
the local people. Specifically, it emphasizes the utilization of NTFPs by the Tay
ethnic minority group for household consumption and other purposes, as weil as the

- contribution of NTFPs fo the household economy.

The objectives of the study were to understand how NTFPs were utilized at
the local level, to investigate the contribution of NTFPs to the household economy,

and to identify the factors that affect the use of NT¥Ps.




vi

This study was carried out in Tat Hamlet, Tan Minh Commune, Da Bac
District, Hoa Binh Province. Sixty households were selected for survey by using
questionnaire-based interviews and three housebolds were given a form to keep
records of their daily behavior. The study found that all households collecting NTFPs
both for home consumption and for sale. A wide range of NTFPs were collected. The
majority of households collected the main types of NTFPs such as fuelwood, wild
vegetables, bamboo shoots and medicinal plants. Other products like bamboo and
small animals were also utilized. The study found at least 44 species of wild
vegetables, 11 species of bamboo and bamboo shoot, 11 species of wild animals and

69 species of medicinal plants.

The importance of NTFPs derived from their contribution to both the non-cash

and cash household economy. However, on the average NTFPs contribute 42 percent

1o the total cash economy and in non-cash economny it accounted for 34 percent. From
the perspective of economic status, there was a difference. The poorer families were

 reliant more upon NTFPs both for cash and non-cash than the average and the better-

off groups.

The householders who collected NTFPs regularly have considerable
knowledge concerning NTFPs, their utilization and location of where to collect which

kinds of NTFPs.

" The collecting and use of NTFPs were influenced by a variety of factors
including available natural resources, cultural preference, market values for NTFPs,

seasonality, labor availability and access to paddy as well as swidden land.
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