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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study farmers’ knowledges and practices of soybean
insect pest control and to identify the relationship among personal characteristics and
socioeconomic to the farmers’ knowledges and practices which concerning to insect pest control
in soybean. In addition, problems, obstacles and knowledge requirements of soybean growers
were also evaluated. The studied population included 180 soybean growers in San Pa Tong
District, Chiang Mai Province. Data were collected by interviewing soybean growers with
questionaires. Statistical analysis was done to measure mean, minimum and maximum values and
percentages. Stepwise Multiple Regression Analysis and Pearson Product Moment Correlation
Coefficient was also calculated for evaluating the relationship among the dependent and
independent variables.

Results of study found that most of soybean growers were males, average 48.22 years old
and completed primary school. Average of soybean production was 3.66 rai per family. Soybean
growers were experienced for soybean production about 9.69 ycars. Average household labour

was 2.01 persons. The total income was 83,263.89 Baht/family per year. Average cost of soybean



production was 953.55 Baht/rai. Average grain yield was 223.11 kilograms/rai. Production
technology knowledges received from agricultural extension officers averaged 2.18 times per
growing season. Most of informations obtained from radio broadcasting.

Growers’ knowledges of soybean insect pest control was classified as intermediate level.
Receiving of growing soybean information was related significantly with knowledge of soybean
insect pest control. Most of soybean growers were classified as high level for practising of insect
pest control. For this case of study, as well, receiving of growing soybean informations was
related significantly with practices of soybean insect pest control. It was learned that problems
and requirements associated with insect pest control in soybean production included: growers did
not know the epidemic period of insect pest, high cost of insecticides, lack of knowledges for
insect pest control, as well as control by using of organic compounds. Most soybean growers
seemed that use of organic compound for insect pest control in soybean would get more slowly
results and also taken longer time than chemicals. Thus, practical training for insect pest control
in soybean were truly needed by farmers and requested to supporting by government sectors
which are responsible for soybean production.

Recommendations could be made from results of this study were: firstly government
sectors must provide right and safety method inforrnations for controlling insect pest of soybean,
secondary establish integrated pest management (IPM) program in order to reduce chemical use
and cost of production. Both of these activities if could be implemented, hopefully that soybean
growers and consumers are safe from hazard of pesticide uses, as well, pollutant free is our

desirable environments.



