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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the debt situation and process of becoming
in-debt, to study factors contributi:ig to being in-debt, and to study the solutions of the farmers’
debt problems in the past and the future. This research employed participatory action research,
The data were collected through documentary data from the concerned agencies, organizing
foram to analyze the community, focus-group discussion, formal and informal interviews,
participant observation and fields notes.

From research findings, it was found that 120 households of farmers in Ban Poung Roo,
the land-reform area, had an average debt 200,000 Baht. It started when the farmers decided to
participate in the program of growing mango tree with the 57,000 Baht loan provided by
Agriculture and Cooperative Bank. Other related factors included understanding about the

program on the part of the officers and the farmers, the officers’ management, thinking method



and belief concerning debt, and social context such as history, tradition, and leadership of the
community.

The solution measures fell into two lines. The first one was that of the period of land
reform (1983-2000) in which the farmer started to have debt. Most solutions dealt with
- development and career promotion, saving group set up, and land selling. The second one was
since then to the present (2000-2002) in which outsiders entered the community to encourage and
to introduce group process activities 1o analyze, review, find the solution, and conclude common
lessons. The farmers themselves organized farmers developing group for Ban Poung Roo and had
regular meeting to develop their own community. They also organized saving group 1o set up
rotating fund for the village, coordinated with the concerned agencies to solve the problems,
negotiated with the Tambon Administrative Organization (TAO) for the redistribution of budget
otherwise allocated mostly for road construction to the underground water well construction for
agricultural purpose, and collectively set up the condition for allocating and monitoring
economic-driving loan provided by the Ministry of Interiors through TAO. The approach of debt
problem solving in the future, the farmers had expected the government had drop the debt.

It was recommended that to solve the farmers® debt problems, the concerned agents
should encourage and organize the community leaming forum so that the farmers were aware of
the problem and had a strong need to solve their own problem. They had to review and analyze
themselves, and find the sclution. It was important they had to study history, culture and context
of the community to gain insight into the problem which should lead to appropriate solutions. For
further research, one should study how to organize learning process and what should be the role
of process-based facilitator to facilitate community to aware -of debt as well as participatory

develop approach to solve debt problem.





