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Abstract

The objectives of this study aimed to study factors affecting soil and water conservation
by hilltribe farmers, and to study relation between personal factors, the socio-economic factors
and the success of growing vetiver grass by hilltribe farmers and to explore problems and
suggestion of hilltribe farmers.

Populations in this study were hilltribe farmers who grew vetiver grass in Tambon Mae
Hoa and Tambon Pa Pae Mae Sariang District, Mae Hong Son Province. The samples of 128
persons were sclected by simple random sampling technique. Data was collected through
interview. then was analyzed by Statistical Package for the Social Science (SPSS) and
Chi-Square test.

The research finding showed that most of farmers were male with an average age of 50
years old. Most of them had no education. An average farm household members were 6 persons

with farm labor of 1 - 4 persons. Almost 85% of farmers had no right on their farm. Their average



houschold income was 36,309.38 Baht per annum. Both cutting, burning, slashing and chemicals
were used for weeding. Mostly practiced permanent farm land.

The success of growing vetiver grass considered by timing and surviving were
displeased. Most of farmers had high knowledge about growing vetiver grass at high level. They
practiced soil and water conservation partly because of extension agents’ suggestion and partly
from the training. Vetiver grass seedling supported by extension organizations, and had no replant
and no leaf cutting,

From hypothesis testing, it showed that factors influenced the success of vetiver prass
growing were education level, income, information from magazine, radio, television, printing
matter, training, the utilization of vetiver grass, (cutting, burning, stashing), tractor and chemical
using at 0.05 level of significance.

The problems related to of utilization vetiver grass for soil and water conservation were:
lack of knowledge in utilization of stem, leaf and root of vetiver grass, lack of follow up
continuously.

Some suggestions of farmers were training on utilization of vetiver grass, continuality of

suggestion, supporting budget and seedling sufficiently and on time.



