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Abstract

The objectives of this study were as follows : 1) to study the dairy production situations
in Chiang Rai province 2) to study cost and return of dairy production and 3) to investigate the
problems and obstacles of dairy production and support from government or private sectors.

Population studied were the diary farmers in Chiang Rai province which was divided into
4 groups : Banta Dairy Cooperatives Ltd. Chiang Rai Dairy Cooperatives Ltd., Maelaos
Cooperative Ltd. and Lanna Community Co.,.Ltd., Data was collected form 102 samples and
collected by questionnaires. Statistical techniques used for data analysis was percentage,
arithmetic mean, maximum and minimum, standard deviation and frequency. It was found that
the average age of studied population was 43.54 years old. Most of them married while 51.96
percent of those had completed primary education. On average, they had family member of 4.12
persons and 2,07 persons engaged in dairy farm. About 71.57 percent used to be general farmers
with the average income of 3,800.80 Bath/month. The average holding land was 11.57 rai.

The reasons to become dairy farmers were better income promotion by the extension

officials and agriculture production problems.



Started number of cows was 545 cows. 81 percent of farmers had attended a dairy
training course before become dairy farmers. The average years of experience were 3.87. Most of
the farms were at small scale. The proportion mumber of milking cow and total cow was 53:46.
The dairy cattle were 75 percent crossbred Holstein Friesian.

As far economic costs and returns, it was found that total milk production cost was 12.59
Baht/kg., fixed cost was 1.37 Baht/kg. (10.88%) variable cost waé 11.22 Baht/ke. (89.12%). It
was also found that 83.60% of return was milk selling, 16.40% of return was value of by products
by selling calves, heifers, culling cows and cow dung. The total return of farmers from dairy
farming was 351,304.51 Baht/farm/year. The net return was 106,081.92 Baht/farm/year.

Related problems and obstacles included ; 1) insect pest 2) lack of capital and 3) fertility
problem. The urgent needs were as follows : capital, good cows and higher price of milk.

From this research, it could be suggested that dairy farmers in Chaing Rai Province was
new professional, lack of experience and skill, the government and private sectors should help
and support them. Factors for successful farmers in dairy production depend primarily on the

" ability and quality of farmers.



