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Abstract

The objectives of this study aimed at comparing the hilitribes’ attitudes towards temperate
vegetable and flowers growing promotion between Hmong and Karen farmers who participated in
the Inthanon Highland Agricultural Extension Center, Chomthong District, Chiang Mai Province.
The problems and obstacles on temperate vegetable and flower growing encountered by farmers
were also explored.

The samples of 120 farmers were divided into 48 Hmong and 72 Karen. Interview
questionnaires were used for data collection. Statistical analysis were percentage, arithmetic mean,
maximum and minimum values, standard deviation, weight mean score and t-test.

The research of this study showed that most of Hmong farmers were male with average age
of 38.3 years old, married with family members of 5.6. Most of them had no education but they
could read and write. They were Roman Catholic. Agriculture was their major career and business
was the minor one. Most of them owned their land with average of 6.2 rai and 2.9 persons of family

labour. Their annual eamning were 27,354 Baht from agriculture and 2,125 Baht from their business.



Hmong farmers planted vegetable crops more than one types. The most popular ones were
cabbage and pak tsai. Most flower crops were gerbera and chrysanthemum. Natural water was the
main source for agriculture, Farmers met agricultural extension officers once or twice a month.
Most farmers had never fallen into debt. They had been trained on vegetable and fruit production.
They planned their own marketing strategies and Chiang Mai downtown was the major market for
their produce. Most of them satisfied with their productivity outcome but facing on insufficient
water source and inadequate knowledge on agriculture.

The research finding on Karen farmers showed that most of them were male with average
age of 38.7 years old. They were married with family number of 5.8. Most farmers were unable to
read but could speak Thai. They respected to Buddhism. Agriculture was the major career while
labour hired was the minor one. Most of them owned their land with average of 5.3 rai and 3.2 farm
labourers. Their annual earnings from agriculture were 7,868 Baht and 3,576 Baht from other
sources.

Karen farmers planted vegetables more than one types. The most popular ones were bush
bean, cabbage and pak tsai. Flower crops were lenny and gerbera. Natural water was the mian
source for agriculture. They had chance to meet agricultural extension officer less than once a
month. They had been trained on vegetable and fruit crop production. Most of them received
financial credit from Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC). The Center
managed marketing strategies for them in the form of cash. They satisfied with the productivity
outcome but facing on insufficient water source and inadequate financial capital. |

Both Hmong and Karen farmers had good attitudes towards the promotion activities
implemented by the Center. From the result of the comparison on attitudes between Hmong and
Karen farmers, it indicated that participation in temperate vegetable and flower production
programme could burden them and the rapid response to problem were significantly different at

0.01 level.



