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Abstract

This research was conducted in order to study the sustainability of agricultural systems
of a Karen community , Mae Song village, Tha Song Yang district in Tak province, through an
over-view and in-depth studies involving village units and family units, respectively. This
research entailed specific farming practices of the villagers, such as rotational cropping, rice
" terracing, raising cattle and buffalo, growing swine, digging bamboo shoot, hor-ko-so (a herbal
plant ) and “buk” ( tuber of a herbal plant, Amorphophallus campanalatatus Blume). Each topic
was divided into 3 groups (high, medium and low proficiency) with each group divided into 5
study units. This research was aimed to obtain knowledge about the present situation of the

village, to set up the guidelines for the development of the village and to study the problems,



obstacles. Research data was collected through observations, interviews, questionnaires and
illustrations.

Research results showed that Karen community has 3 hamlets, namely, Mae Song
Chiang Kaew, Klu Jac Tha and Ban Thee Mo Ko Tha. The over-all population is 867 in 164
households. There are two pathways to the hamlets, a ground soil lane for walking and a road
made of red decayed rocks. The latter is used only during the dry season. Sources of energy
include firewood, charcoal, candle, oil and solar cell. The people belong to 3 kinds of religion:
Buddhism, Christianity and animism. In the village, the school holds classes for small pre-
schoolers, Grades 1 and 2 and adult education. There is both a temple and a chapel.

As observed, the villagers practice two cropping systems: rotational and rice terracing.
They raise native animals such as cattle, buffalo and pigs.

Usually regular crop yields are produced, except in 1998 because of less rain fall.
Through the practice of rotational cropping (fallow) an appropriate level of soil conservation is
achieved. Water, which is flowing from the ficlds, carries minerals to the terraced paddies; also
manure is added from the animals which are kept there. These practices maintain sustainability of
the systems.

It is observed that the number of animals is kept on the same level. Cattle and buffalo
graze in the forest area where people go once a week to provide salt and herbs. Pigs are given
water, where rice has been soaked before boiling.

The good condition of the forest allows for regular gathering of products for sale
( bamboo shoots, Hokoso herb and “buk” tubers). Additional income from forest products is
always available because of planning, experience and regular demands.

It thus can be said that because people in Mae Song Village have rice for food, saving

from animals and daily cash income they practice a sustainable system.



