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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the agricultural conditions and the
needs of agricultural occupation development, to find out the relationship between the
social, economic, the personal characteristics of the farmers and the needs of agricultural
‘occupation development, as well as to examine the problems of and obstacles to the
agricultural occupation development of Black Lahu in Doi Pu Muen Nai Village, Mae Sao
Sub-district, Mae Ai District, Chiang Mai Province.

The farmers in Doi Pu Muen Nai that were under this study were the heads of the
families. The collection of information was carried out by using a structured questionnaire
and analysed by using percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation and Chi-Square.

Some of the farmers were employees while others possess their own farms. Most
families had lands of about 14 rai. Their lands were on the slope. Their 3 main plantations
were tea, plum, and lychee plantations. Some also had their own pig énd chicken farms.
The purpose of raising domestic animals was not only for their own consumption, but also
for sacrificial ceremony.

What the farmers really need were: {1) lands, (2) agricultural knowledge [which
includes also knowing the price of the crops in the market], (3) ski'll training, (4) visitation

to other develop farms and plantations.



Through the research, it was found out that the farmers mostly were interested in
tea and plum plantations as well as in pig and chicken farms.

The result of the analysis between the independent variables and dependent
variables shows that the ownership of land, no matter how much or little, were highly
related to training needs.

The farmers also had many problems and obstacles which confronted them, such
as, they lack education, they could not understand and communicate in Thai well enough,
they did not had enough family members or workers to help them in their farming, their
income was insufficient for them to support their entire families, they did not receive any
new information about agriculture to upgrade themselves, the transportation was
inconvenient.

It was recommended that the government should support and help the farmers to
meet their needs of agricultural occupation development by understanding the natural
resources and social agriculture. It was necessary to know all this facts mentioned in this
research paper in order to plan and help to develop the farmers’ occupation and improve
their living. Besides, it was necessary to know that the development must be according to
their real needs.



