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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to examine the role of Tambon Administration
Organization (TAQ) on agricultural development and the relationships between some factors
and the role of TAO on agricultural development as well as problems and obstacles of TAQ on
agricultural development. Population studied were chairman or vice-chairman of TAO of 22
districts, and 2 sub—districts. One hundred and seven-teen samples were selected by Simple
Random Sampling . Data were collected by interviewing and were statistically analyzed by
mean, percentage, and Chi-square.

The findings indicated that the majority of the respondents were 35-44 years old with
bachelor degree and 3 years of working with TAO. Most TAO were established for more than 3
years responsible for the area less than 50 square kilometer and agricultural area less than 1,000
rais. Population number under administration of TAO were between 4,001 — 6,000 and less than
2,000 persons were farmers. On average TAQ had more than 25 members. Six to ten members
were from assignment and 16-20 members were elected. Each TAO council composed of less
than 5 committees and 6-10 officers.

Taxation was the main source of TAO revenue which valued less than I,OO0,000 Baht
while the government support were 1,000,000 — 2,000,000 Baht. There were 4 development

projects which only one project was agricultural development project.



Twenty—nine percent of TAO had no agricultural project at ail. TAO had participated on
agricultural development in terms of decision making, evaluation, advantage gained and policy
planning at a moderate level and in terms of implementing and problem analysis at a low level.

The study of the relationship between dependent and independent variables showed that
TAO revenue was significantly related to TAO role in terms of policy planning and problem
analysis while TAO member number was significantly related to TAO role in terms of
implementing.

Problems of TAO included lacking of agriculturists, shortage of budget for agricultural
development and landless farmers. Suggestion from this study was that TAO should work
coordinately with other institutions concerned to organize the agricultural activities including
advice on animal and plant production. Budget for agricultural development should be provided
separately. Further more, members of TAO should had more opportunity to participate in

implementing of TAO activities.



