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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study longan cultivation
conditions for agro - industry of farmers in Chiang Rai province and to explore the
longan farmers’ opinion towards longan cultivation conditions for agro-industry as wels
as to investigate problems of longan cultivation for agro-industry.

The sample of this research were 125 longan farmers_ in Chiang Rai selected
Dy purposive sampling method. The data were collected by interviewing
questionnaire and analyzed by using SPSS/PC+.

From research findings, it was found that most of longan farmers were male
with the average age of 50 years old. The average family members were 4 persons
and most of them completed primary school. The average member of household labor
was 3 persons and they were member of Bank of Agriculture and Agriculturai
Cooperatives. They owned their land with the average size of 21 rais. The average

income was 53,755.20 Baht per years.



According to fongan cultivation, farmers owned longan orchard with the average
size of 9 rais per household. Most of them cultivated longan on the upland {rainfed
area) with E-dor variety. The age of the trees was 10 years or more. They used their
own money for fongan production investment.

For longan orchard management, most of farmers used small engine for grass
mowing, hand tractor and water pump. Both organic and inorganic fertilizers were
applied to longans. They received chemical knowledge as well as agricultural
information from extension agents and neighbors respectively. After harvesting, they
mowed grass and pruning 1 time. They applied organic and inorganic fertilizers with
the average of 10 and 3 kilogram per tree respectively. About seventy percent of them
sprayed chemical for pest control 1 time after flushing period. Almost half of them used
chemicals during pinhead stage. At the stage of fruit developing, they watered the
longan every 7 days. Hand-pick and ladder were popular used for longan harvesting.
Grading and selling were done by farmers. Most of them used plastic basket and sold
their product to the local traders.

For farmers’ opinions towards longan cultivation for agro-industry, it was
found that E-dor variety was the most suitable variety for agro-industry. However, it
needed high investment, fertile soil and good water resource. Moreover, it needed more
labor for good management at all stages of production. Technical supports were also
needed. Chemicals for pest control affected quality and quantity of longan production.

Problems encountered by farmers were variation of production quantity, lack of
technical supports, bank credit, longan quality, disease and insect, market information

and fluctuation price of longan.



