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ABTRACT

The study on food and income generating capacity of homegarden systems
was conducted in four upland communes of the North Central Coast of Vietnam. The
sites were Hongha, Hongtien, Binhthanh and Huongho along the south-west direction
of the Hue city. The data collection was based on the interview of key informants,
household members, and group discussion. The homegarden structure was analysed
by species component, planting arrangement and time of establishment. The flora
system was also determined for their uses. Incomes from homegarden were estimated

from the cultivated species. The appropriate homegarden structure for each commune



was recommended based on species, which were commonly grown, having market

potential and fulfilled local needs.

" The average size of homegarden in four communes ranged from 1,800 m® to
4,000 m”. Hongha and Hongtien, the outer most communes, having larger agricultural
" land and forest land, possessed homegarden size averaging 1,805 m’ and 3,778 m’,
respectively. The inner most communes, Binhthanh and Huongho, with less
agricultural land and forest land, had an average of 4,064 m’ and 2,503 m?
respectively. The average species in homegarden ranged from 22 to 36 and was found
to be higher in Hongha (32) and Hongtien (36) than in Binhthanh (24) and Huongho
(22). A high correlation between species density (number of species per 1,000 m’)
and homegarden size was found in the studied areas. A critical homegarden size of
2,000 m? could accommodate 20 cultivated species, which met the household needs.
The Hongha and Hongtien communes were more food crops oriented while the
Binhthanh and Huongho were more cash crops oriented. All homegardens were multi-

stories having multipurpose with at least 15 functions were identified

The common species grown in the homegardens across four communes were
pineapple, pepper and banana. Coffee, longan, litchi and jackfruit were potential cash
crops in Hongha and Hongtien. Fruit trees such as sapodilla, custard apple, litchi,
jackfruit and lemon were important cash crops in the Binhthanh homegardens. In
particular, grapefruit and pomelo were special products for cash in the Huongho
homegardens. The annual household income from homegarden systems alone
accounted for $780 in Hongha to $1,525 in Huongho which were 84% and 179% as

cbmpared to the total income of the North Central Coast of Vietnam.
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