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Abstract

This research had its purpose to investigate the role of farmer groups’ and its
functions on the development of longan production. Data gathering was done by using
the questionnaire to interview group committees of 17 farmer groups and 202 farmers.
Statistical technique uses included percentage, mean, minimum , maximum and Z -test.

The resuits revealed that the majority of farmer groups had production inputs
procurance , longan pest management planning, suggesting supplement occupation
after harvest, participating in longan processing, longan production activities, account
book, longan training for committees and members, and organized group meeting.

The majority of members mentioned that they received the support on the
development of longan production from farmer group such as production inputs
procurance, suggesting supplement occupation after harvest, participating in longan
processing, and longan production activities.

The committees and members stated that the most important problem of farmer
groups were unsufficient revolving fund for purchasing fertilizers. There was no central
market as well as precisely plan for production and marketing from government.
Therefore the most important role on the development of longan production was the role
as center for development and management on agribusiness révolving fund. The roles

as center for planning and occupational development, organization for agricuitural



activities, agricultural information and technology services, membership registration,
participating in longan production as well as longan production implementation were
mentioned.

Some recommendations from the research were : group members should have
more roles on development and management of occupation and agribusiness fund in
order to increase more revolving fund. They should also have more roles on agricultural
activities and occupational development center especially longan marketing and
coordinating among the concerned both government and non- government agencies on

longan market information in the future.



