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Abstract

The study aimed at investigating participation in community forest
coenservation by villagers under the Community Forest Care Project, the relationships
between the personal characteristics, social, econmic, psychological aspects of the
villagers and the participating roles in The Community Forest Care Project. The
problems and obstacles as well as needs of the villagers were afso studied. The
study was launched in six villages of Mae Najon sub - district, Mae Chaem
district,Chiang Mai province. Those six villages were Ban Mae Za, Ban Mae Kor,
Ban Mae Hoi, Ban Sob Kor, Ban Sob mae Ruam Neur and Ban Sob Mae Ruam Tai.
Data was derived from the villagers who took part in The Community Forest Care

Project. One hundred and sixty—two of them were randomly sampled. Data collection



was done by gquestionnaire and statistically analyzed and presented in perceniage,
means and standard deviation and weighted mean score method.

The results showed that the villagers who took part in the project were mostly
male whose average age was 43.11 years. They were all married but uneducated.
They were Christians and had held no social positions at ali. Their possession on the
average agricultural plot of land was 13.24 rais. They mainly earned their living as
agriculturists with an average annual income of 13,630 Baht. They had been
informed of the information regarding forest resources conservation by the forestry
officers. They made use of wood product and collected forest items from the
community forest. They all deemed the community conservation necessary. Most of
them took part in the activities regarding the community forest conservation. They all
agreed that jointly conserving practice made on the community forest should be
made by various partiesl.

As for their participating role in the project, the villagers had their roles in the
community forest conservation most in the launching aciivities, benefit sharing,
monitoring and evaluating, planning for problem solving and analyzing causes of
problems respectively.

In terms of the attitudes of the villagers who took part in the project,it was
found out that they had positive attitudes towards the community forest
conservation. They all awared of benefit and value of the community forest, and
were willing to continuously take care of it.

Two main problems and obstacles encountered included the lack of budget
for the community forest conservation and no supporting fund from government
sector. As for other two problems and obstacles considered fair were the lack of the
officers who could support the community forest conservation and the community
forest area was t0o vast 10 be entirely conserved. Some other issues were found
but were slightly serious since they mostly followed the regulations and were ready

to join hands in doing any activities when asked for.



As for suggestionsthe govemment should allocate enough budget for the
project,help promote the villagers who particpate in the project to earn more
additional incomes and help set up village mutual fund that can be utilized for the
benefits of the project. Most importantly, the government should help the_ villagers to
create awareness regarding the importance of the forest in order that they would

tove and join hands in conserving the national forest resources for years to come.



