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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research were to study the relationship between the beef
cattle farmers’ personal characteristics, socio - economic and psychological factors and
their satisfaction in beef cattle production extension program of Agricultural Extension
and Cooperative Unit, 3rd Regional Development Office, Armed Forces Development
Command, Bantak District, Tak Province, as well as their problems and
recommendations.

The studied sample were 92 beef cattle farmers in Bantak District, Tak Province
who were selected from the total population of 119 farmers.

From research findings, it was found that an average age of the beef cattle
farmers were 50.54 years old with 13.04 years of beef cattle production’s experience,

and 89.1 percent of them finished primary school. An average farm size was 19.63 rai
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while its beef- cattle number was 27.58 and farm labor who works in the field was 18.53
persons per year. Total household income was 28,193.48 Baht per year and their loan
was 22,184.74 Baht. They received agricultural information from television and contacted
with agents 24 times per year.

The farmers’ attitude towards beef cattle production was high, with the highest
level of aftitude in terms of it was a favorable occupation since its products was
demanded. Further more the cattle dung was useful. While the farmers’ attitude towards
extension workers was also high especially in terms of their honesty and friendliness.

Farmers' satisfaction level in beef cattle production extension program was high
with the highest level of satisfaction in terms of artificial insemination service and with the
least satisfaction in terms of benefit from the cooperativeé.

The hypothesis testing showed that farmers' attitude towards beef production
and farmers' attitude towards officers were related to their satisfaction in beef cattle
production significantly. White age, level of education, farm size, household income, loan
or source of foan, number of beef cattle, farm labor, agricultural information, connected
with the extension agents and experience in beef cattte production were not related to
their satisfaction at all. _

The problems and obstacies of the beef cattle farmers were lack of public
pasture and reservoir. They needed support in terms of production factors, beef cattle
production’s information, continuing work by extension workers and expand cattle
pfoducts business.

The recommendations from this research included providing budget for public
pasture, fasten - hay distribution, constructing water reservoir, production factor support,
preparing beef cattle productions information, increasing number of extension workers,
motivating the cooperatives to expand cattle market and educating the farmers in order
that they could aware the benefit of the beef cattle production for income generating

activities.



